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The invitation I received from your President 
was to present a paper to this Society on “ The 
Surgery of the Uterus in the Bitch.” This 
would have left a very limited field for 
discussion; with permission, therefore, I have 
enlarged the title of the paper so as to give 
scope for an exchange of views on some of the 
common difficulties, associated with the genital 
passage of the bitch, which we are liable to 
meet, 

At the outset let me briefly draw your atten- 
tion to certain points which play an important 
part in the normal functioning of the genital 
passage, 

The first point I wish to consider is the 
greater liability of the uterus to infection than 
the remainder of the genital passage. The 
vagina and urogenital sinus have a mucous 
membrane with a stratified squamous epithelium 
and no glands, so that it is very difficult for 
infection to penetrate the surface and gain 
access to the deeper parts. The uterus, on the 
other hand, hag a ‘much more delicate and 
soft mucous membrane covered with a single 
layer of columnar cells and over the whole 
surface numerous tubular glands dip deeply into 
the membrane, these also being lined by a 
single layer or columnar cells. This single layer 
of soft cells at oestral periods and at parturi- 
tion often have their continuity broken, and 
these breaks are potential portals for infection 
to the deeper parts. The change from columnar 
to stratified squamous epithelium is an abrupt 
one, situated at the external opening of the 
cervix, and at parturition when the cervix is 
obliterated it is a circular line. It would seem 
easy for infection to spread from the vagina 
to the uterus. 

Fortunately, nature provides for the protec- 
tion of the soft delicate uterine mucous 
membrane in various ways. During interoestral 
periods and pregnancy the cervix is tightly 
constricted. When the cervix is open during 
ovestrum the genital organs are receiving an 
increased blood supply with all its anti- 
bacterial properties; the uterine and cervical 
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glands provide an increased functional flow of 
secretion ; and finally the rhythmical peristaltic- 
like action of the uterus assists in the expulsion 
of the alkaline secretions through the cervix, 
which mechanically sweeps out infection and 
also inhibits bacterial growth. At parturition 
the expulsion of the sterile uterine contents acts 
as a series of large sterile swabs sweeping out 
potential infection in the vagina, thus 
preventing invasion of the uterus. 

The second point is that the uterus, of all 
organs in the body, is the one which periodically, 
usually twice a year, undergoes a rejuvenes- 
cence. The chief change occurs in the mucous 
membrane which becomes greatly thickened and 
oedematous due to congestion of the capillaries, 
and, at the same time, there is increased growth 
of the uterine glands and the connective tissue 
stroma supporting them. This rejuvenescence 
is for the purpose of receiving the fertilised 
ova so that the actively developing ova may 
meet the nearest approach to young active cells 
the mother can provide. 

This preparation of the uterus for gestation, 
it is needless to state, is controlled by hormones 
developed in the ovary, and the chronic condi- 
tion of pyometra is probably largely due to the 
disordered hormone action derived from 
persistent corpora lutea. 


Labour—Parturition 


Labour, or parturitipn, is normally a natural 
physiological phenomenon and in the majority 
of bitches the whole act should be left to take 
its natural course. There is far too great a 
tendency among many lay people to interfere 
with the genital passage, particularly in the 
early stages. 

The physiological course of labour in the 
bitch can be divided into three definite stages 
aus in other animals. 

First Stage.—The stage of dilatation. This 
stage has no definite beginning which we can 
recognise by clinical signs, except that the bitch 
tends to segregate herself, if kept under natural 
conditions. During this stage the forces acting 
are the uterine contractions which exert their 
pressure upon the bag of membranes surround- 
ing the foetus approaching the internal uterine 
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opening and force it backwards into the thinned 
and softened cervix, gradually dilating it, and 
the membranes may even appear at the vulva 
before rupturing. 


Second Stage.—The stage of expulsion of the 
foetus. When the cervix is fully dilated and 
the membranes have ruptured, the auxiliary 
forces—the abdominal muscles and diaphragm— 
are brought into play along with contractions of 
the uterus, to force the foetus, which has now 
become impacted in the pelvic inlet, through 
the vagina and vulva to the exterior. 


Third Stage.—The stage of delivery of the 
membranes. This follows almost immediately 
after the expulsion of the foetus, the membranes 
often escaping with the umbilical cord still 
connecting them to the foetus. The forces 
acting in this stage are the contractions of the 
uterus, 

A period of rest of varying length usually 
follows and then the same sequence of events 
is repeated, though now the first stage of labour 
is directed towards moving the next foetus to 
be borne along the uterine horn to the pelvic 
inlet, and not in dilating the cervix, 


PATHOLOGY OF LABOUR—DYSTOCTA 


Dystocia is not easy to define, as there are 
so many variations in the time bitches take to 
complete parturition and it is often difficult to 
know when to interfere, 

The first problem with which we are faced 
when a bitch is brought to us, supposed to have 
difficulty in labour, is to be sure the animal is 
really pregnant, but I do not intend to deal 
with the diagnosis of pregnancy to-day—though 
at this stage of expectation there is usually no 
difficulty as far as pregnancy is concerned. 
With no doubt on this point, we then want to 
know whether labour has definitely commenced, 
and, if so, whether the second stage has been 
reached, 

We can sometimes satisfy ourselves that the 
immediate trouble is over-anxiety on the part 
of the owner by learning the history of the 
pregnancy and observing the external genithls 
and save the animal from meddlesome_ inter- 
ference, 

If we have, however, trustworthy evidence of 
well-developed labour pains having been seen 
for at least an hour or two without obvious 
progress, or the appearance at the vulva of a 
water bag which has ruptured, or prolonged 
delay after one or more puppies have already 
been born, then there should be no hesitation 
in making an exploratory vaginal examination 
to ascertain the cause of the delay. The cause 
of the delay must always be disturbance of one 
or more of the three factors of labour (the 
powers or forces, the passenger or foetus, and 
the passages) and the aim is to determine which 
may be at fault. 


FAULTS IN THE POWERS OR FORCES 


Urerine INertiA.—Uterine inertia or feeble 
uterine conditions may be met with in two 
forms, classified as primary and secondary 
inertia, 

Primary Inertia—This form is occasionally 
met with in old bitches or bitches very heavy 
in pup, especially if in poor general condition. 
The event is expected, the external genitals are 
relaxed, the mammary glands are enlarged, and 
the bitch has settled down as if about to pup 
though the abdominal muscles never come into 
action, 

On examination per vaginam the cervix is 
found partly dilated but the membranes are 
unruptured and the bitch seems otherwise quite 
well. This is the type of case where it is 
permissible to stimulate the uterus’ with 
pituitrin (posterior lobe extract) if the vaginal 
examination reveals a pelvic inlet not likely to 
prove an obstruction to the passage of a foetus. 
If the desired effect is not got soon, rupture 
of the membranes leads to collapse of the 
uterus on the foetus and birth may follow 
without assistance, or a little assistance may 
be necessary to effect delivery. 

Secondary Inertia—In this type of uterine 
feebleness, which is much commoner than the 
former, we have to deal with some form of 
obstruction, most frequently a disparity between 
the presenting part of the foetus and pelvic 
inlet. Here there is no difficulty in determining 
whether interference is necessary as there will 
be a history of labour having been very evident 
by the strong action of the abdominal muscles, 
the appearance at the vulva of membranes 
which have ruptured, and the failure of any 
progress to be made, 

By the time professional help is obtained 
labour pains may have passed off or be very 
intermittent, and the bitch may be = quite 
exhausted, especially if amateur efforts at 
rendering assistance have been tried for some 
time. These efforts are often the means of 
introducing infection which leads to emphysema 
of the foetus and an acute metritis. 

In some cases the delay may arise from 
exhaustion following efforts in delivering 
previous foetuses, the uterus simply being tired 
out, so that there is only a relative inertia, 
the foetus not coming back to the pelvic inlet 
until sufficient rest has been allowed, during 
which time patience must be exercised, 


FAULTS IN THE FOETUS 
The majority of cases of dystocia we meet 
are the result of too large a diameter of the 
presenting part of the foetus engaging in a 
pelvic inlet too small to allow of its passage. 
It is not my intention to attempt to detail 
all the various deviations of the foetus that may 
be met, for what may cause dystocia in one 
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animal may cause no difficulty in another. If 
in a case of dystocia a vaginal examination is 
made, and the presenting part of the foetus is 
‘carefully felt on the one hand and compared 
with the pelvic inlet on the other, it is generally 
obvious that until we have altered the deviation 
to allow a narrower diameter to enter the 
pelvis no progress will be possible. 

Generally speaking, in dystocia due to a fault 
in the puppy in the anterior presentation it will 
be necessary, if wé are hoping for a living 
puppy, to deliver it so that the nose comes 
through the passage first, or if the obstruction 
occurs in a posterior presentation, then the 
hind feet or occasionally a hind foot must come 
first. 

The type of case in which it is most difficult 
to determine how to act is where the puppy is 
held up, especially if the head is so big that 
even in the corrected nose position it is difficult 
to get it to pass the pelvic inlet, 

If one or more foetuses have already been 
born naturally before a deviation has occurred, 
there is seldom any necessity to think of 
hysterotomy being required, 

In dystocia in bitches carrying only a single 
or perhaps two large pups, especially if the 
face is short, natural delivery is often very 
difficult or impossible. 

When there has been too great delay in 
correcting a deviation, especially if the case has 
been handled without due regard to surgical 
cleanliness, we may have to contend with the 
added difficulties of putrifying and 
emphysematous foetus and secondary inertia of 
the uterus, and all -with experience of such 
cases will be able to speak of the high mortality 
rate, though it is surprising how recoveries 
occur if we can empty the uterus by the natural 
passage. It is almost a waste of time to 
undertake hysterotomy on such infected cases. 


FAULTS IN THE PASSAGES 


Abnormalities in the Pelvis.—When dystocia 
occurs in a bitch which has had a fracture of 
the pelvis with displacement of parts inwards, 
diagnosis of the cause is easy on making a 
vaginal examination, and there is seldom any 
doubt about advising a hysterotomy without 
attempting delivery by the genital passage. 

Deformities in the shape of the pelvic inlet 
are not common, but every now and again cases 
are met with a narrowed inlet, especially in 
the lower half so that it takes the shape of 
the letter V. This conformation appears to be 
hereditary in certain breeds, such as Boston 
terriers, 

Though it is more usual to think of a normal 
presentation of the foetus as being too big to 
pass the pelvic inlet, we might as readily 
consider the dystocia as being due to a too small, 
though perfectly proportioned, pelvic inlet. 
After all it does not matter which way we 
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regard the case—the important thing in examin- 
ation is to compare the relative size of the 
presenting part and the pelvic inlet, and the 
same difficulties as I have previously discussed 
under “faults in foetus” apply here. I see 
little value in pelvimetry as guide for 
estimating the likelihood of spontaneous 
delivery occurring or not as sizes of dogs and 
shapes of head vary so much, 

Abnormalities in the Soft Passages.—In most 
bitches by the time the second stage of labour 
has been reached and the auxiliary muscles are 
coming into action the cervix is so dilated that 
the vagina and the body of the uterus merge 
into one another completely, but in some the 
cervix is felt as a sort of open iris diaphragm 
which is sufficient to hinder spontaneous 
delivery. By judicious traction on the foetus 
this diaphragm stretches sufficiently to allow 
the foetus to be got away. 

Abnormalities in the form of pedunculated 
fibromata growing from various parts of the 
genital tract, often appearing outside the vulva, 
and partial prolapse of the vagina, are fairly 
common in non-pregnant bitches, but I have 
yet to meet a case of dystocia associated with 
them. Carcinoma of the cervix, so Common in 
human beings, is exceedingly rare. 

MANAGEMENT OF DYSTOCTA 

The first thing to do in a case of dystocia 
is to consider the general condition of the 
bitch; any rise in temperature is ominous of a 
toxie state arising from the uterus which means 
that unless delivery can be effected by the 
genital passage, hope of saving the life of the 
bitch is very slender. 

If the temperature is normal and no previous 
vaginal examination has been made, the 
greatest care must be taken to protect the 
uterus from infection in carrying out manipula- 
tions, so that if we fail to empty it we can 
resort to abdominal section with a reasonable 
hope of a successful termination, 

The handling of a, case of dystocia is a 
surgical operation and therefore the same care 
should be taken to prevent infection of the 
normally sterile uterus by pathogenic organisms 
as would be taken in carrying out an operation 
elsewhere in the body, * 

Every digital examination per vaginam, even 
with the greatest possible regard for surgical 
cleanliness, is fraught with some degree of 
danger of infecting the uterine cavity. The 
risks are not very great when it is possible 
to effect delivery by the genital passage, but 
until a vaginal examination is made, we cannot 
usually tell whether we are likely to succeed 
in this way or not, 

The risks of an infected uterus if hysterotomy 
is found necessary, need no emphasis. 

The routine I adopt is to have the hair 
clipped short all round the perineum, if the 


| 
) 


THE 3 VETERINARY RECORD. 


74 No. 4. VoL, 49 


January 23rd, 1937. 


dog has long hair, and an assistant thoroughly 
washes the perineum with 1 per cent. biniodide 
soap, rinsing and repeating several times, 

Before the operator comes to examine the 
bitch the same preparation of the hands should 
be done as for any operation; the antiseptic 
I favour for this purpose and for all solutions 
used in connection with the genital passage is 
Dettol, 

The assistant, on completion of the washing 
of the perineum, holds the bitch with the hind 
quarters at the edge of a table, grasping the 
tail and using it to keep the bitch on her feet, 
and at the same time preventing it soiling the 
region just washed, 

The operator now takes a series of sterile 
swabs, one by one, from a bowl of weak Dettol 
solution and wipes the vulva in a downward 
direction, the principle being “one swab one 
wipe ’—the aim is to produce a cleaner and 
cleaner portal of entry to the genital passage, 
paying greater attention to the mucous mem- 
brane just within the vulva lips with the last 
few swabs, 

During this time the operator should on no 
account contaminate the forefinger of which- 


ever hand he intends to use, for making the 


vaginal examination. I prefer to use the left 
forefinger for this purpose. 

If from examination it is decided that there 
is a good chance of delivering the foetus, this 
should be started without withdrawing the 
finger, Instruments already boiled and placed 
in a bowl of Dettol solution should be within 
easy reach of the other hand, so that it will 
be unnecessary to remove the left forefinger 
from the vagina. 


A GENERAL CONSIDERATION OF 
MANIPULATIONS IN FORTAL DYSTOCLA 

It will only be possible to touch very briefly 
on some of the methods which may be adopted 
when the preliminary examination has con- 
vinced one that the difficulty is due to some 
fault in the foetus which on correction will give 
a diameter capable of passing the pelvic inlet. 

With experience I find I am less inclined to 
think hysterotomy is so necessary in the bitch 
as I did at one time. This is due to the better 
appreciation of the importance of applying 
traction to the presenting part in a steady gentle 
manner, so as not to cause laceration or 
dismemberment of the parts grasped, which 
often make further attempts at removal of a 
foetus by the genital passage impossible, and 
lead to death of the foetus. 

The methods I prefer can best be explained 
by examples, 

In an anterior presentation there may be 
deviation of the head to the side, upwards or 
downwards. In most of these deviations there 
is little difficulty in getting the nose of the 
puppy to the centre of the pelvie inlet by means 


of the left forefinger, but the head often slips 
back to the former malposition if the fore- 
finger is removed. 

In order to effect delivery traction on the 
head must be applied so as to cause it to fix 
in the pelvis. For this purpose the instrument 
with which I prefer to apply traction is a long 
straight blunt hook passed along the hand to 
the tip of the left forefinger, which is main- 
taining the head of the foetus towards the 
pelvis. 

The blunt hook is used more as a_ second 
finger by engaging it on the anterior part of 
the intermandibular space, so that the anterior 
part of the lower jaw is nipped between the 
tip of the left forefinger in the mouth and the 
hook. Now commence traction of the head into 
the pelvis, moving the left forefinger backwards 
while pressing on the end of the hook which is 
gently drawn upon at the same time. Then 
comes the critical stage of the operation which 
requiries patience. I generally have a_ stool 
brought and sit down to this part of the opera- 
tion which takes five or ten minutes; in this 
way there is not the temptation to attempt to 
jerk the foetus which is the common cause of 
a hook tearing out. The hook used has a loop 
handle which allows one finger of the right hand 
to be engaged in it, and it is the tension applied 
by this one finger which is used in the traction. 
Almost imperceptibly the head gradually slips 
through the pelvic inlet; in many cases and 
where the uterus is not enfeebled by delay, 
the contractions of the uterus and auxiliary 
muscles aid the delivery. Once the greatest 
diameter of the head has passed the pelvie inlet 
the hook can be taken off the jaw and the 
forefinger removed from the vagina, usually for 
the first time since it was introduced at the 
beginning to determine the cause of the dystocia. 
The nose of the foetus at this time lies just 
within the vulva and by retraction of the 
perineum with the fingers and thumb of the 
left hand, the fingers and thumb of the right 
hand can be insinuated along each side of the 
head of the foetus until it is grasped firmly 
and delivery of the foetus is then usually easy, 
though sometimes a forefinger needs to be 
passed alongside the neck of the foetus, and 
first one forelimb and then the other is slipped 
backwards from the position of extension at the 
side of the chest of the foetus. 

Sometimes where there is a_ considerable 
amount of secondary inertia, there may be some 
difficulty in placing the hook in position as the 
head slips forwards out of reach of the fore- 
finger. Here the help of the assistant who is 
holding the bitch is often of great service, as 
he can grasp the foetus through the abdominal 
wall and keep it back towards the left fore- 
finger until the hook is in position. 

In an occasional case where there is no 
exhaustion, vaginal manipulations stimulate 
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labour pains and for some unknown reason seem 
to force the foetus forward out of reach. The 
strength of contractions of the abdominal 
muscles may prevent the assistant grasping the 
foetus through the abdominal wall. In such 
cases light general anaesthesia should be 
induced, and it is then easy to bring the foetus 
back and fix it at the pelvic inlet. Once the 
foetus is under control of the forefinger and 
hook, the general anaesthetic can be stopped. 
The method of applying traction in a case 
of dystocia in the breech presentation by means 
of a hook has certain points in common with 


what has been said about anterior 
presentation. 


The first thing to do in a case of this kind 
is to get the hind feet back into the pelvis. 
After repelling the breech the forefinger can 
sometimes reach and press down the limbs one 
by one from alongside the trunk and sweep 
them back into the pelvis. If unable to get the 
forefinger far enough forward, the straight 
blunt hook serves as a second finger and when 
used under guidance of the left forefinger the 
leg can be manipulated downwards and back- 
wards until the forefinger can take charge. 

With the hind foot back the critical stage of 
traction on the foetus must be done in the same 
slow steady way described when drawing upon 
the head in an anterior presentation. <A hind 
limb is caught in the crook of the hook and 
pressure brought to bear upon it by the fore- 
finger in the vagina. When a foetus is small, 
traction on one leg may lead to the thighs and 
pelvis of the foetus slipping through the pelvic 
inlet quite easily, but in more difficult cases it 
is necessary after traction on one limb to apply 
similar traction on the other limb before the 
wide diameter of the thighs and pelvis will pass 
the inlet. 

Once the feet are near the vulva they can be 
grasped by a piece of gauze encircling the legs 
as far forward as possible, which gives a better 
hold for traction on the legs with the fingers. 

Some may think a hook a dangerous instru- 
ment, but so long as it is used in close 
relationship with the tip of the forefinger of 
one hand there is no danger of lacerating the 
genital passage. 

Though obstetrical forceps are always at 
hand in every case of dystocia, it is not often 
they are used in preference to the methods 
described. If the size of a corrected head and 
the pelvic inlet are about alike and there is 
fear about the head passing the inlet, the 
application of forceps is liable to cause lacera- 
tion of the genital passage or death of the 
foetus. When a head is small compared with 


the pelvic inlet a quick and easy delivery can 
often be made with forceps, but such cases offer 
no difficulty with a hook either. 

The chief use I have for obstetrical forceps is 
when I have failed to extract a foetus by the 


forefinger and hook, and it is obviously dead or 
damaged by manipulation. <A pair of strong 
unyielding forceps applied to the head so as to 
crush it and diminish its size may then permit 
of delivery. It is more a method of despair 
when the chances of a successful hysterotomy 
are remote, 
After-Treatment of the Genital Passage 
following Dystocia 

Where strict regard has been paid to surgical 

cleanliness in all manipulations by the genital 


passage and delivery has been effected no 
further treatment of the genital passage is 
necessary. Even where strict care has not been 


taken it is doubtful whether it is good practice 
to give uterine antiseptic douches so long as 
there is no febrile disturbance. After all, it 
is only the body and terminal portions of the 
horns of the uterus which can be reached by 
the finger and nature provides a sweeping out 
action of the genital passage by the discharge 
of the membranes after the birth of each foetus, 
and the involution of the uterus afterwards 
leads to emptying of the cavity of cell débris 
and infection in the lochial discharges, Douching 
would, therefore, tend to spread infection to the 
greater part of the uterus free from infection. 
The only cases in which douching seems to be 
justified are those where there is a very septic 
state recognised at the time of parturition by 
the nature of the discharges and a rise in 
temperature. In these cases of septic metritis 
periodical hot douches of 1 in 2,000 Acriflavine 
or other suitable antiseptic solution may do 
some good. 

‘Professor Mitchell added that that was as far 
as he had gone in the paper but he had no 
doubt that the discussion would range over a 
much wider field. It was not possible to give 
full details of operations but he would briefly 
draw attention to some points in connection 
with operative procedure on the genital passage. 

Firstly, there were the two operations for 
removing the foetus or foetuses by the abdominal 
wall, hysterotomy amd hysterectomy. Of the 
two operations hysterolomy was by far the better 
one, mainly because it was less of a shock to 
the bitch than hysterectomy. He practically 
never performed hysterectomy in dystocia, partly 
for that reason and partly because if a case was 
so septic hysterectomy was hardly worth starting 
at all. Hysterotomy was one of the simplest 
operations when the uterus was aseptic. There 
was one little point which he thought might be 
of interest and that was his method for closing 
the abdominal wound. He did not know 
whether any of the members had had difficulty 
from their sutures of the laparotomy incision 
breaking down. Every now and again that did 
occur. He employed double loop removable 
sutures of strong silk-worm gut for closing the 
wound. When this method of closing the 


76 No. 4. Von, 49 


abdominal cavity was adopted the’ primary 
opening was done by incising the skin in the 
mid-ventral line and then opening the abdominal 
‘avily along the linea alba. (Professor Mitchell 
then made a sketch demonstrating his method 
of closing the abdominal wall.) 


DovuBLeE Loop REMOVABLE SUTURE FOR CLOSURE OF 
THE ABDOMINAL WALL. 


Fig, A.—-Represents the abdominal wall opened 
in the mid-ventral line. 

Two interrupted double loop sutures are in 
position ready for tying and the numbers one 
to six represent the order of the tissues pierced 
for the insertion of a third suture. Three such 
sutures will close a wound four to five inches 
in length. The material used is strong silk-worm 
gut inserted with a bayonet-pointed needle. The 
course of the suture is as follows:— 

Enter at No. 1 into the subcutaneous tissue 
and pass just below the skin into and across 
the wound. At No. 2 go right through from the 
external sheath of the rectus to the peritoneal 
cavity about a quarter-of-an-inch from the edge 
of the wound; at No. 3 the needle brings the 
suture from within outwards. From Nos. 3 to 
4 is about an inch in length. At No. 4 again 
penetrate right through the wall as at Nov 2 
and emerge at No. 5. The needle then passes 
to No. 6 in the subculaneous tissue, emerging 
about a quarter-of-an-inch lateral to the starting 
point No. 1. Put in the second suture before 
tying the first. The two free ends of each 
ligature are tied over a piece of round catapult 
elastic so as to close the opening in the linea 
alba. When the opening is closed all that 
remains to be done is to suture the skin with 
fine silk-worm gut or whatever material is 
preferred. 

Remove the sutures in from seven to ten days. 
Usually the double loop sutures draw out easily 
when cut but. if tight. simply cut the suture and 
allow to slacken for 24 hours before removing. 

Fic. B.—This diagram shows the appearance 
of the abdomen after the double loop sutures are 
tied off and the skin wound closed’ with 
interrupted sutures. 

No claim for originality is made for the 
method, which was described many years ago 
in the British Medical Journal, 
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The Professor then said that while he was 
speaking of hysterotomy he might as well refer 
to the operation as performed more commonly 
for pyometra. He had nothing new to tell the 
members. He simply ligatured the vagina and 
the posterior uterine vessels with a heavy calt- 
gut and after severing the genital passage 
anterior to this, he thoroughly swabbed_ the 
stump with ordinary liquid carbolic acid, 
mopping off the surplus with a swab soaked in 
spirit. He could not see any point in attempting to 
cover over the stump with peritoneum for, after 
all, within two or three hours there would be a 
covering of coagulated serum from the lining of 
the recto-vesical fossa in the pelvis into which 
the stump was carefully placed. 

He then said that in his paper he mentioned 
that vaginal prolapse was common in non- 
pregnant animals and occurred at the time of an 
oestral period. One would get a certain number 
where prolapse continued and ulceration of the 
prolapsed portion might follow. He undertook, 
in these cases, amputation of the prolapsed por- 
tion. He had generally found that it was only 
a partial prolapse of the vagina which came 
from the neighbourhood of the fornix. 

Professor Mitchell concluded by saying that he 
would leave any other questions about operations 
until after the discussion. | 


Diseussion 


Mr. H. RAynor HEWETSON, in opening the 
discussion, mentioned the lack of detail in veter- 
inary work on this subject, compared with the 
wealth of detail and specialisation in human 
gynaecology. He referred to Professor Wright's 
work in 1934 in which shown the 
value of radiology, measurements close 
observations. He thought that average measure- 
ments were likely to be of value if recorded, 

The President and Professor Mitchell had both 
been kind enough to make apologies on his 
behalf if his opening was somewhat sketchy and 
disjointed; as he had only received the paper 
the previous evening, so he would not further 

‘ crave their allowances himself. He considered 
Professor Mitchell’s paper was a very welcome 
addition to our more exact knowledge of this 
subject, notably his stressing of histological data 
in regard to pathogenic resistance and_ the 
understanding of sequelae, and also the physi- 
ological data of oestrum. 

He agreed with Professor Mitchell regarding 
interference by lay people, but he considered 
that the Professor had an advantage over the 
practitioner in that respect because it was 
possible that owners of bitches (probably single 
bitches), rather than breeders, going to a free 
clinic and getting something for nothing, were 
less likely to attempt to interfere with the bitch 
themselves. He did not know how one was going 
to stop lay interference because if one tried to 
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impress upon a breeder the importance of keep- 
ing his fingers out he thought it was because one 
desired to get one’s own fingers in first! They did 
not see it from the same point of view. The 
practitioner did get so much preliminary inter- 
ference that he saw some of these cases in a 
different light from Professor Mitchell, which 
might account for some of the differences when 
he came to dystocia. One very seldom got trust- 
worthy evidence in these cases, and the veterinary 
surgeon was often hampered by interference in 
matters of judgment by breeders who thought 
they knew as much as he did. 

He agreed that there was strong argument 
against unnecessary vaginal exploration but in 
view of the unreliable history one usually got, 
his experience was that in most of these cases 
preliminary vaginal examination was necessary, 
lo ascertain the exact position and to determine 
if interference was needed. Many of the cases had 
gone so far that if the bitch was not wanted for 
breeding or show again, hysterectomy was the 
only way out. 

With reference to primary inertia in old 
bitches and bitches carrying heavy litters, he 
had also found a good deal of primary inertia 
in bitches carrying only a_ single foetus, 
especially the larger breeds, e.g., Great Dane, 
Mastiff and Borzoi. Some of these latter cases 
even passed over the time and apparently settled 
down as though, and believed by the owner to 
be, not pregnant. Then the owner came along 
one to three weeks after confinement was due, 
and said the bitch had started suddenly to dis- 
charge. If one got the decomposing puppy away, 
as very often one could, the bitch did not seem 
to take much harm, which was rather remarkable 
in view of the sepsis present. He had also 
heard of cases where, when presumably the 
cervix did not open, the puppy mummified and 
remained in the uterus as a sterile foreign body. 
He had come across such cases in cats but not in 
dogs. In primary inertia he found that 
pituitary extract (he preferred pitocin) was 
seldom very helpful. In cases of single foetus 
one was quite justified in taking any means in 
securing its removal, including embryotomy, but 
where one had multiple foetuses he could not 
see that there was a great deal of good in helping 
away the first puppy. One helped away the 
first puppy very carefully, as Professor Mitchel 
said, and then went on and on until eventually 
some infection was introduced or exhaustion took 
place and one had to resort to hysterectomy. 

If one had secondary inertia and no puppies 
had been delivered, due to the owner letting the 
bitch go on and on straining at some form of 
obstruction, again he did not think there was 
much value in helping the puppies away. One 
may be sitting up all night helping first one 
and then another, and eventually one was left 
with one or two on one’s hands, and probably 
displacement of the remaining foetuses was going 


on. He would resort to hysterotomy. His experi- 
ence was that once one started to interfere with 
the vagina at all, it was not long before there 
was some swelling. Another factor was _ that 
when one got a difficult case with a number of 
puppies, although correction and delivery of the 
first foetus might be easily managed, it was 
seldom that the contractions could be restarted 
and maintained long enough to ensure safe 
deliveries of the others alive. When several 
foetuses had already been born and_ inertia 
occurred, provided there were live puppies, then 
a rest of from four to ten hours, say, followed 
up with oxytocics might give satisfactory results. 
If these were not effective, assuming any 
abnormal presentations had been corrected, then 
the choice again lay between removal by hook 
or forceps, or hysterotomy or even embryotomy. 
The choice would depend on the number of 
foetuses remaining. If there were only one or 
two, he would say remove them by hook or 
forceps but if there were more than two he 
invariably resorted to hysterotomy. Once a 
foetus died, or there was a rise in temperature, 
then its removal became a matter of urgency. 
In such cases Caesarean section was quite 
possible. He realised that the mortality was 
relatively high, but did not think it was as high 
as Professor Mitchell suggested; in fact, some of 
those cases which seemed to be the worst had 
come out the best in the end. 

Faults in the Foetus.—Generally speaking, if 
one saw the cases early enough one would agree 
with the opinion of the essayist, but usually 
secondary inertia had occurred by the time the 
veterinary surgeon had been consulted. He did 
not know if the Scottish terrier problem was real 
or fancied but there had been endless discussion 
in the dog papers on the infant and maternal 
mortality in this breed and if those who had 
had experience with Scottish terriers in recent 
years had the same problems that he had, they 
would appreciate some of the difficulties of 
decision in these cases. For various reasons this 
breed seemed to be particularly difficult to breed 
from and get live puppies. [Mr. Hewetson cited, 
as a typical example, a ‘case of a Scottish terrier 
bitch which had five live puppies between 6 a.m, 
and 3 p.m. on one day. It went until 5 p.m. 
the following day, without any assistance—only 
the frequent vaginal explorations of the owner’s 
socially clean but surgically dirty Tinger. On his 
first examination at 5 p.m. the following day the 
bitch had a temperature of 104°, was dull, and 
just the tip of a tail could be touched per 
vaginam; decidedly more foetuses were present 
and believed alive. The puppies already born 
were well. He had very strong personal motives 
for not taking surgical measures, so injections of 
pituitary extract were given and massage and 
warmth applied to the abdomen, but he was 
unable to induce further labour or alteration 
in the position of the foetus. At 2 am, 
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hysterotomy produced four live puppies and the 
bitch made an uninterrupted recovery. | 

He believed that there would be general agree- 
ment with Professor Mitchell’s lucid description 
of pelvic abnormalities, but he would not too 
readily discard pelvimetry. He thought that 
greater experience would make it possible for 
reasonable opinions to be formed as to the 
probability of any bitch being capable of normal 
delivery of a normal litter. The size of the 
sire had no profound effect on the size of the 
puppies—at any rate in proportion. A_ bitch 
whose pelvis was unusually narrow would be 
a subject in which one would attempt early 
induction of labour, or decide on hysterotomy 
before parturition commenced, 

He agreed whole-heartedly with Professor 
Mitchell’s description of the technique of manage- 
ment. It was a classic which everyone who 
bred dogs should be compelled to know under 
pain of penalties! He had to confess, however, 
that he had not had much success in using a 
hook. This might have been due to lack of the 
requisite skill or patience, or lack of the right 
hook. He would like to see the hook which 
the essayist himself used. The lack of a trained 
assistant to hold the bitch and manipulate the 
abdomen might also account for some of the 
want of success when working away from home, 
It was amazing how helpless some owners were 
in such matters, and one was frequently lucky 
if they did not all finish up on the floor. Strict 
control for steady traction in these circumstances 
was impossible and split symphysis or injured 
legs were common occurrences. He had no 
comment to make on that part of the paper 
except to say that he was envious of Professor 
Mitchell’s success with the hook and that he 
would renew his own efforts. 

He agreed that strong, unyielding forceps were 
necessary, but stated that his experience had 
been that most makers seemed to be under the 
impression that this instrument must be delicate 
lo prevent the ham-handed veterinary surgeon 
crushing everything he touched! 

Regarding after-treatment, the only departure 
he would make from Professor Mitchell’s 
methods was the insertion of an acriflavine 
pessary immediately all was clear, He considered 
this a safeguard against any interference by the 
owner and that it might limit extension of 
infection. 

Professor Mitchell’s method of suturing the 
abdominal wall with silk-worm gut was of much 
interest to him and he was glad to hear that he 
favoured the linea alba as the best site for opera- 
tion. He had always preferred and nearly always 
used the linea alba and at times felt he was 
somewhat old fashioned or awkward when he 
heard of the advantages and superiority of para- 
median, para-rectal incisions and so on; to know 
that his choice of site was also used by such 
an eminent authority would relieve his own 
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inferiority complex on the matter. He would 
like the essayist’s opinion of the use of morphine 
for hysterotomies. He never used it himself but 
had heard some_ remarkable’ reports” on 
hysterotomies done under morphine alone. What 
would be the effect on the puppies of a dose 
large enough to eliminate pain during opera- 
tion? He would also like his opinion of the 
so-called puerperal sepsis as a cause of mis- 
carriages, still-births and early deaths. [{Mr. 
Hewetson quoted experiences of his own with 
the use of stock and autogenous vaccines which, 
he said, suggested that there was a_ possible 
value in vaccination. } 

He considered prolapse of the vagina a most 
troublesome condition. Reduction was unsatis- 
factory as the trouble frequently recurred at 
each oestrus, and his attempts at ventral fixation 
after normal reduction after oestrus had not been 
an unqualified success. Amputation was not 
always possible, as he had seen many cases 
where prolapse involved the meatus urinarius. 
He would like to hear Professor Mitchell’s views 
on this matter and also what suture material he 
used when amputating. 

He was interested in Professor Mitchell’s views 
on pyometra, which he had always regarded as 
the result of an ascending infection per vaginam 
during oestrus, much the same as the cause of 
nephritis in the old male dog. He would like 
to know if Professor Mitchell made use of any 
special stitch on the stump to ensure that it did 
not slip, and what material he used for his suture. 

Other matters about which he would have 
liked the essayist’s opinion were contagious 
venereal granulomas, stricture of the vagina, 
imperforate hymen,  leucorrhoea, vaginitis, 
sterility in bitches which had _ previously 
whelped, chronic metritis and patent cervix in 
young bitches, vaginascopy and uteroscopy, and 
the various irregularities of oestrus, often alone 
preventing conception or causing indefinite but 
none the less real pains, [Mr. Hewetson quoted 
some of his own beliefs and experiences under 
some of these heads, observing that he realised 
of course, that they might not come strictly 
within the scope of the paper. Some, however, 
were problems which baffled the practitioner at 
times and caused considerable distress and loss 
to the clients.]- 

In conclusion, he trusted that he had not been 
too critical of an excellent paper. He considered 
that it was the duty of any essayist to propound 
his ideas and experiences and that of the opener 
to bring out and emphasise, with differences 
if possible, those points which he considered 
most likely to arouse controversy and thereby 
stir into activity those who might not otherwise 
join in the discussion, when all would be 
poorer for lack of their expressed opinion. 

It was a great pleasure to have Professor 
Mitchell amongst them and they were grateful 
for, and appreciative of, the excellent contribution 
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which he had made on a_ very interesting 
subject. He expressed the hope that Professor 
Mitchell would visit the Laneashire Division 
again and give them a paper of equal merit on 
some aspect of that still very important patient, 
the horse. 

Mr. A. J. Wricur asked Professor Mitchell if 
he would enlarge on the technique regarding his 
use of the hook and also his method of suturing 
the abdominal wall. As regards the use of 
forceps he was afraid that he always flew to 
them as he found they met the purpose quite 
well: in his experience, the most serviceable 
forceps were those sold by Willows—they had 
no arms and when one opened them there was 
no dilation of the vagina. ; 

He was interested in Mr. Hewetson’s method 
of induction of labour for delivery of the puppies 
before they were really due. He asked what 
drugs Mr. Hewetson used, as he had had no 
results with pituitrin. 

Mr. G. MAYALL said that during the Professor’s 
address he had not heard any mention of the 
benefit of laparotomy in some obstetric cases. 
It was not possible, he thought, to diagnose 
exactly the conditions that were present without 
having a look in the abdomen sometimes, e@.g., 
in the case of a last pup in a bitch with a thick 
abdominal wall. The old method used to be to 
perform laparotomy and then attempt to assist 
the foetus to the os uteri, but it seemed that 
present-day practitioners did think very 
much of it. 

Regarding deaths after an injection of morphia 
when one performed hysterotomy, he thought it 
was a well-known fact in human gynaecology 
that one did get deaths through the preliminary 
siving of morphia. He remembered seeing in the 
Lames some years ago an account of this result. 
There had been much mention of douching of 
the vaginal passage. Personally he did not 
believe that liquid preparations were of much 
value. He was of the opinion, however, that 
sometimes, when ong had taken every possible 
care of oneself, the owner caused infection 
through interference. In cases of parturition al 
the owner’s house the studied use of a suitable 
antiseptic pessary was preferable’ to liquid 
antiseptics. 

He had had cases quite recently of bleeding 
from the vagina or rectum, not associated with 
micturition or bones or anything of that kind, 
but which seemed to arise from the lining 
membranes of the rectum or vagina. In_ these 
cases he had always used a_pessary which 
dilated the passage and, at the same time, with 
the heat from the body, dissolved slightly and 
performed good antiseptic service if used time 
and again after cleansing. With such treatment 
his cases recovered completely. 

Mr. Mayall then went on to say that he had 
not heard any mention of phantom pregnancy 
in this discussion. He asked what conditions 
existed in phantom pregnancy, 

Mr. W. WALKER said that in his practice it was 
not often that this class of work came his way. 
Nevertheless, one had to tackle most cases that 
‘ame along and must, therefore, be prepared for 
such problems. He wished to thank Professor 
Mitchell for the valuable information he had 
given. He had been particularly interested in 
some of the Professor’s descriptions, especially 
in the suturing of the abdomen. He would take 
the first opportunity he could of doing this in 
the manner suggested. 

Mr. Walker then mentioned pituitrin and 
expressed the opinion that its use might possibly 
‘cause delay by causing contraction of the cervix. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. No. 4. 


Vou, 49 79 


He could see that it might have a useful effect 
after the cervix was dilated. 

He felt that he would not have the patience 
to attempt the method of delivery of which 
Professor Mitchell had spoken. He had a 
recollection of a case of dystocia to which he 
was called after he had been operating on a 
horse. He had had to do a lot of manual labour 
in cutting the hoof. Then he went to this delicate 
job and he certainly had not felt like trying a 
hook on the patient. He tried the method of 
getting the forceps on the head of the foetus and 
getting it away as quietly and easily as possible. 
Possibly he had some good luck because the 
‘ase turned out quite well. 

Mr. C. F. Suaweross asked Professor Mitchell 
how long after a dose of pituitrin he would give 
the second dose. He used pituitrin and 
frequently, where there had been some consider- 
able delay, one got labour going on quite 
satisfactorily in about 20 to 30 minutes, 


Tne 

Professor in replying, thanked Mr. 
Hewetson for the kind way in which he had 
discussed the paper. He was, afler all, pleased 
that Mr. Hewetson had not had longer than one 
night in which to prepare his opening or he 
would have been much more critical. (Laughter.) 

He was glad Mr. Hewetson had mentioned at the 
outset the important work published by Wright 
two or three years ago, and stressed ils signifi- 
‘ance, He was fully conversant with it and, in 
fact, had looked it up in order to avoid repetition 
in this paper as far as possible. For instance, he 
had purposely avoided the diagnosis — of 
yregnancy but he did, in one sentence, say that 
1e had no liking for pelvimetry as he considered 
it unlikely to be of value. Mr. Hewetson was 
fortunately more hopeful that pelvimetry was 
likely to be of service. In the case of bitches, 
however, one did not get the same conditions 
as In human beings; therefore he thought estima- 
tion at the time when one came to make a 
vaginal examination was likely to continue to 
give one a better idea as to whether one was 
going to get the foetus through the pelvis or not. 
Unfortunately, of course, the veterinary surgeon 
dealt with so many breeds, varying in shape 
and size, that it was not likely to be of such 
value as in a human subject. Nevertheless, it 
was a very fine piece of preliminary work by 
Wright and wanted following up. Perhaps a 
person who could pay particular attention to 
one breed alone to begin with might be able to 
estimate more accurately the value of pelvimetry. 

One thing with which he did not agree was 
Mr. Hewetson’s tendency to favour hysterectomy 
in the majority of cases of dystocia. He was of 
the same mind himself some years ago. He 
admitted that operation would be a quicker 
business, especially in his own case, because he 
could ring up on the ’phone and ask his assistant 
to have a bitch shaved and he could then operate 
on the animal and get to bed. He _ thought, 
however, that one was adding unnecessary risks 
to the life of a bitch if one took that line of 
action indiscriminately. 

He was glad Mr, Hewetson agreed with him 
on interference by lay people in cases of 
dystocia. It was far too common and_ the 
majority of hopeless cases which one met were 
those which had thus been interfered with, 
because in those cases it was impossible to go 
on with hysterectomy with much hope. of 
success. It was then perhaps best in very septic 
cases to advise destruction rather than waste 
an hour or so, as well as one’s material, with 
perhaps the chance of not getting recompense 
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for work done if the bitch happened to die. 
Dog owners, therefore (especially those with 
large kennels), should be instructed the 
responsibilities of surgical cleanliness because 
they would then much more readily come to the 
veterinary surgeon than go on dabbling. 

_ With regard to primary inertia, he agreed that 
it did occur more frequently where one had a 
single large puppy. 

e had frequently met with mummified 

foetuses in cats, but could not say that he had 
seen them in bitches of the mastiff or Borzoi 
type. 
_ He would reiterate his assertion that secondary 
inertia was the commonest form of inertia met 
with and was, in most cases, met with in 
dystocia which had been allowed to go on with- 
out assistance being given to get rid of the foetus, 
The animal was exhausted and often had been 
interfered with by lay people. This interference 
was frequently the means of introducing infection 
which led to emphysema. 

With regard to assistance in connection with 
dystocia, he admitted that if he had to depend 
on an owner holding the animal he might go in 
for hysterotomy more frequently. Yet, after all, 
it should not need a professional man to know 
how to hold a bitch and give assistance. 

{Professor Mitchell then described again the 
method of extraction by the hook (which he 
preferred) as previously described in his paper, 
adding that he did not, however, decry the use 
of forceps if they were preferred—although, in 
his opinion, there was more risk of contamina- 
tion. The main thing that he wanted to stress 
in the paper was the necessity of prevention of 
infection of the uterus, so that there would be 
a fair chance of success when one took out the 
foetus from the uterus if hysterotomy became 
necessary. 

In reference to the use of morphia there were 
two reasons why he personally did not like 
morphia for any case of dystocia in a_ bitch. 
Firstly, that if there was hope of getting living 
puppies, morphia was sufficient to cause their 
death. Secondly, he did not think it was 
necessary, as general anaesthesia was usually 
very easy to induce in pregnant animals, 

In the cases mentioned by Mr. Mayall was 
morphia used alone or with a general anaes- 
thetic? [Mr. “ The injection of morphia 
preceded a general anaesthetic.”] He gave just 
sufficient general anaesthesia to -dull general 
sensation. Drugs like morphia and nembutal 
got into the system and one could not readily 
eliminate their effects, whereas quick recovery 
vas made from general inhalation anaesthesia. 
He was interested in what Mr. Hewetson had 
said about puerperal sepsis. Puerperal sepsis 
was an infection which occurred in the puerperal 
period, but usually infection, if it occurred at 
this time, was readily overcome. Infection of 
the uterus of puerperal origin might leave a 
chronic endometritis and account for subsequent 
sterility, abortions and still births, but infections 
of the uterus were more frequent secondary to 
hormone disturbance, chronic pyometra being a 

common result. 

He thought that some of the failure of the 
uterus to function depended upon dysfunction 
of the ovary, and the functioning of the ovary, 
of course, was under the control of hormones 
produced in the pituitary. He thought a_ lot 
more research required pyometra. 
‘Professor Mitchell here showed some micro- 
photographs of sections of the uterus illustrating 
the peculiar cystic condition which is met with 
in the uterine glands in cases of pyometra.] 

With regard to prolapse of the vagina, he had 
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not had a great deal of trouble from the meatus 
urinarius interfering with the amputation. He 
had usually had good success with ligatures. He 
would never think of operating on a bitch the 
first time prolapse of the vagina was seen, as the 
condition often disappeared after oestrum. With 
regard to breeding from them afterwards, he 
thought he would not hesitate to do so. The 
prolapse was not a complete prolapse of the 
vaginal wall, it was more a prolapse of a portion 
of the mucous membrane. The part removed by 
amputation had no_ peritoneal and muscular 
covering and the method he employed permitted 
of no haemorrhage. After operation he used a 
vaginal douche of 1 in 2,000 acriflavine once 
daily. 

It was over ten years since he last saw a 
‘ase of contagious venereal granuloma, so that 
he could not claim a great deal of experience of 
the condition. 

He thought that cases of imperforate hymen 
were very unsatisfactory. He did not know how 
to deal with them. Certainly one could dilate 
them with the finger, but bleeding often resulted 
and they were soon as bad as ever. Some of 
these cases were associated with hypoplasia of 
the vagina. Breeding from these bitches was not 
advisable. 

He foresaw some difficulties if one performed 
laparotomy in order to help a puppy back to the 
vulva as suggested by Mr. Mayall. He would be 
very frightened as to what would happen so 
far as the peritoneum was concerned, with 
manipulations going on at the perineum at the 
same time, 

In reference to bleeding from the rectum, such 
cases were frequently difficult as there was often 
great doubt about the point of origin of the 
bleeding. He had never had cases of bleeding 
from the vagina itself; any bleeding he had seen 
came from the urinary system or the uterus, 

Regarding phantom pregnancy, he could not 
explain the cause of the condition. Occasionally 
one got the mammary glands filling up. At the 
same time he thought there was some disturbance 
of the hormones of the ovary, but whether 
changes took place in the uterus he did not 
know as he had never had a chance of making 
a post-mortem examination of a case. 

He did not use pituitrin very much. In 
secondary inertia where the foetus was unable 
to come through the pelvis he considered it 
a very bad drug to employ if there was a 
disparity between the presenting part of the 
foetus and the pelvic inlet. Pullowing the 
removal of a foetus where deviation had held 
up parturition, pituitrin was sometimes useful 
in stimulating contraction of the uterus and 
hastening further births. If one found the first 
dose did not act one could give a second dose 
in 20 minutes. 

Mr. HEWETSON, in reply to a question, said that 
he had on three occasions attempted to induce 
labour early by the use of quinine for a couple 
of days and then a dose of castor oil. On one 
of these occasions the bitch had commenced 
sarly parturition but he would not like to assert 
that it was the result of the drugs. In that 

articular instance the bitch might have started 
if nothing had been done. 


It was announced at a dinner at Olympia. 
when old coachmen attended a presentation to 
Mr. Bertram Mills, that in celebration of the 
Coronation the famous “ Old Coronation Magnet ” 
stage coach will be run six days a week from 
London to Hampton Court, from May Ist to 
July 31st, 
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Food Investigation— 
Its Success 


NE of the most successful of the research 
organisations of this country is the Food 
Investigation Board. This body, inaugurated in 
1917, with the late Sir William Hardy as its 
director, has in less than 20° years accom- 
plished much both in fundamental and applied 
research, The growth of the organisation and 
its continued prosperity reflect the greatness of 


Sir William’s powers of organisation and 
leadership. From the outset he decided upon 
pursuing concurrently two courses, which 


hitherto had seemed incompatible; he insisted 
that while members of his staff should be 
engaged on problems directly concerned with the 
food industries they should also carry out 
research upon some fundamental problem not 
necessarily of immediate practical value. His 
staff thus developed along truly sound 
scientific lines, yet they were constantly in 
touch with practical conditions and forced to 
apply their minds, at least for part of their 
time, to problems immediately arising from the 
latter. Hardy encouraged the true research 
mentality but discouraged the oft-accompanying 
narrowed outlook that would have nothing to 
do with practical conditions. In addition, he 
Was content to choose his staff slowly, and 
when after perhaps months of search he 
discovered his man he was still content to wait 
long periods while that individual underwent 
years of specialised research training if this 
was deemed advisable. 
highly skilled, diversely specialised team of 
investigators, some 26) strong, continue with 
considerable success the work so ably begun 
by Hardy. We see a further reflection of 
Hardy’s desire to get at the root of problems 
in the existence, in addition to the main 
research station at Cambridge, of other stations 
or laboratories in places such as East Malling, 
Covent Garden and Aberdeen, where immediate 
contact can be made with trade conditions. 
The Annual Report of the Food Investigation 
Board, reviewed elsewhere in this issue, is 
itself a reflection of another of Hardy's main 
contentions. At all times he insisted that 
members of his staff should get full credit for 
the work they did, no matter how much they 


And now as a result a° 
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owed to his own enthusiasm and originality. 
They were, of course, encouraged to send papers 
to the appropriate scientific journals and were 
also asked to write the short accounts of their 
work for the annual report, but unlike most 
other directors Hardy insisted upon the worker's 
own name heading the sections dealing with that 
work. As a result of this policy not only is 
the work of the Board known widely but many 
individual reputations have been made as well. 

Of the work already accomplished by the 
staff we need only remind our readers at this 
point that it has resulted in considerable change 
and improvement in the trades concerned with 
meat, fruits and fish, and bids fair to have 
similar effects on those concerned with pig 
products, eggs and vegetables. The economic 
value of this research alone must be 
considerably in excess of the total cost 
expended in the researches, 

At one time the staff included a veterinary 
surgeon, but unfortunately since he left no 
second veterinarian has been added. This is 
indeed to be regretted, for there are many 
problems associated with this work, especially 


those concerned with animals and = animal 
products, which would gain from 


y collaboration. It is perhaps even 
more surprising, however, that no member of 
our profession is included among the = 16 
members of the Advisory Board itself. 

As in some ways veterinary research can be 
considered to be in a state of development 
somewhat akin to that through which the Food 
Investigation Board has passed, it behoves us 
perhaps to examine the reasons for the success 
of this latter body. While much of its success 
must be attributed to Hardy's genius and 
inspiration, yet it seems to us possible that the 
continued advance of veterinary researches 
would gain from the application of some of his 
guiding principles. * 


veterinary 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
OF ENGLAND 
At the annual the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England on 


December 9th, the Right Hon. Walter Elliot, a 
former Minister of Agriculture and now Secretary 
of State for Scotland, was presented with a 
certificate and badge of honorary life governor- 
ship of the Society. In the report presented at 
the meeting it is stated that the Society’s Gold 
Medal and honorary membership for distin- 
uished services to agriculture have this year 
yeen presented to Sir William Cecil Dampier. For 
some years Sir William has devoted his energies 
to the organisation and development of agricul- 
tural research. He was the first secretary of the 


Agricultural Research Council and_ steered that 
body to success through its early difficult years. 


| 

| _ 
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REPORTS 


Food Investigation Board’ 


Formed originally in 1917 for the purpose of 
investigating the behaviour of foodstuffs sub- 
mitted to different methods of preservation, but 
particularly that of refrigeration, the Food 
Investigation Board has accomplished much, not 
only of value to scientists, but of equal or 
greater value to industry and to the consuming 
public. During this period they have done a 
great deal to improve the conditions of meat 
storage; they have clearly indicated the impor- 
tance of clean and efficient handling of animals 
at abattoirs and of meat products subsequently ; 
stressed the advantages of satisfactory condi- 
tioning or ripening of meat to the home-killed 
trade, and indicated the best conditions for this 
to take place; investigated the causes of the 
inferior quality of frozen beef and of other 
defects sometimes associated with frozen meat, 
and recently they have completely revolution- 
ised the trade in long-distance meat transport 
by introducing and working out successfully the 
conditions for the storage of chilled beef in the 
presence of carbon dioxide. The Board have not 
been satisfied with indicating the probable 
chemical and physical bases for the changes 
underlying those induced in foodstuffs, but have 
themselves investigated the properties and 
behaviour of the constituent proteins, fats, pig- 
ments and micro-organisms. As a result, infor- 
mation of great importance to physiologists and 
biologists generally has been revealed. Thus it 
is now known that the protein myosin controls, 
not only the changes that occur in meat and 
fish during rigor mortis, but also the structural 
changes that take place during their storage; 
in the egg it is another protein, mucin, that is 
important. Although much knowledge has 
already been gleaned from an examination of 
the physico-chemical properties of these pro- 
teins, it is felt that a stage has now been 
reached when a more thorough examination pf 
the organic chemistry of the proteins is desir- 
able, and work in future will be extended in 
this direction. Work on poultry and eggs is 
also to be extended, 

In the present report the work described on 
meat, poultry and eggs is mainly of a funda- 
mental character, but it is indicated that the 
best commercial storage of eggs is probably to 
be obtained in the presence of 24 per cent. of 
carbon dioxide. The section on pork, bacon and 
hams is of most interest to the veterinarian as 
the work here described includes an examina- 
tion of the disposition and character of the fat 
in the carcases of bacon pigs of known but 


*Report for the year 1935. Dp 


Department of 


Scientific and Industrial Research. His Majesty's 
Stationery Office, London, 3s, 6d, 
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different histories. From these studies it is 
hoped to link up factors of pig husbandry with 
quality of carcase and with quality of bacon. 
It is shown that the composition of particular 
tissues varies from one part of the body to 
another, a variation which seems to be con- 
nected with the mechanism of growth. The 
practical belief that fasting prior to slaughter 
increases the thickness of the flank has been 
substantiated. The slaughter of over-heated 
pigs leads to a carease which cures badly and 
this has been shown to be connected with the 
production of conditions giving an abnormally 
high electrical resistance to the carcase. This 
resistance can be reduced somewhat by shaking 
or storage. The characteristic pink colour of 
bacon is due to the production of nitroso- 
haemoglobin by combination of nitrite and 
haemoglobin. The brown discoloration some- 
times seen at surfaces is due to the interference 
of oxygen with this reaction, brown methaemo- 
globin being produced. Herrings and haddocks 
have been kept satisfactorily for six months 
when stored at —28°C, and can be used subse- 
quently for the production of kippers or cured 
haddocks of good quality. Interesting work on 
changes occurring in fats is described in the 
sections on meat, eggs, bacon and fish. 

Further valuable studies on the successful 
gas storage of apples at low temperatures are 
reported, and it has been shown that similar 
results may be expected with pears. Conference 
pears have already been kept satisfactorily for 
long periods under controlled atmospheric con- 
ditions. Much work on apples, bananas, peas, 
potatoes and wheat is reported in this section. 
The final sections on canning and on engineer- 
ing problems are equally full of interesting 
work. 

The Annual Report of the Food Investigation 
Board can be considered one of the most 
interesting of all the annual reports; the 
descriptions of the work are sufficiently lengthy 
to make them readable and are written by the 


‘actual workers concerned, and it nearly always 


contains reports of important advances in 
knowledge of immediate practical application 
in the food industries. On this account the 
report should be of interest to all veterinarians, 
but particularly to those engaged in public 
health work. 


The use of the Large White Ulster boar and all 
other types except the Irish Large White or 
Yorkshire type for urposes is 

rohibited in all parts of the viel Free State 

y order of the Minister for Agriculture. 

In June last, an Order, made under the Live- 
stock Breeding Act, 1925, declared that boars of 
all types other than the Irish Large White (or 
York) type are unsuitable for the area comprised 
in the Free State. From now on, no other type 
will be licensed for breeding purposes. 
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Civil Veterinary 
Department, Bengal* 


The staff consisted of one Director, two 
Assistant Directors, one Disease Investigation 
Officer and 138 Inspectors and Veterinary 
Assistant Surgeons. 

The year was characterised by a severe out- 
break of rinderpest which, starting in some 
rather inaccessible districts, rapidly assumed 
serious proportions. In spite of many difficul- 
ties, detailed in the report, energetic measures 
were taken, and it is claimed that the outbreak 
was brought under control through an intensive 
campaign of vaccination with goat tissue virus. 
The resources of the goat vaccine depdét failed 
to meet the demand and arrangements were 
made to prepare it in the field. The method 
was used in preference to inoculation with 
serum alone and it is pointed out that it was 
more efficacious and more economical. There is 
no direct evidence that control was directly 
attributable to vaccination, but 368,313 vaecina- 
tions were performed under difficult conditions 
and the Director and his staff deserve credit for 
their hard work, 

The Veterinary Investigation Officer (Mr. 
Menon) was engaged in investigation work in 
connection with goat tissue vaccine and with 
its application in the field. He also carried out 
investigations into other diseases and the 
summary of his work included in the report is 
interesting. 

The work of the veterinary staff on tour and 
in the 54 hospitals and dispensaries continued 
to be satisfactory, an increase in the number of 
patients treated being reported all round. 

Propaganda work received considerable atten- 
tion and there was a popular demand for 
lectures and demonstrations from the officer 
appointed for this special duty. 

G. K. W. 


Civil Veterinary 
Department, Madras‘ 


In addition to the Director, the district staff 
consisted of twelve District Veterinary Officers 
and 282 Veterinary Assistant Surgeons (of 
whom eleven were employed in the Veterinary 
College and seven in the Serum Institute). At 
the college seven Lecturers were employed, in 
addition to the Principal, who is Professor of 


*Report for the year 1935-36 [P. J. Kerr). 
Superintendent, Government Printing, Bengal 
Government Press, Alipore, Bengal. 

*Administration Report for the year 1935-36 
'Saunders, P. T.|. Superintendent, Government 
Press, Madras. 8 annas, 
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Medicine, and special appointments included the 
Veterinary Investigation Officer and the officer 
in charge of the Serum Institute. 

Veterinary College—There were 96 students 
at the college at the close of the year. From 
the beginning of the academie year 1936-37, 
instruction will be provided for a degree in 
Veterinary Science, Madras, the college having 
been affiliated to the University. During the 
year an X-ray apparatus was installed and an 
ultra-violet ray apparatus is in operation. 
Work in the college laboratories included a 
large amount of diagnostic and routine work. 

Serum Institute—There is a large demand 
for the products of the institute and proposals 
for extension have been formulated. The report 
of this section is interesting and indicative of 
careful research work. 

Investigation’ and Research.—It been 
found that in some districts the dosage of 
serum in the serum-simultaneous method 
against rinderpest can be safely reduced, thus 
effecting a considerable saving of cost. Investi- 
gations were carried out in the use of goat’s 
blood virus alone for the protection of cattle 
against rinderpest and it would appear that the 
method is not altogether satisfactory, for 
reasons stated in the report. 

The Veterinary Investigation Officer was 
employed mainly in making a special study of 
the causes of the heavy mortality in bovines 
from haemorrhagic septicaemia black- 
quarter. At the college laboratory the treatment 
of bovine nasal schistosomiasis continued to 
receive attention, and it was decided that anti- 
mony tartrate gave the best results. Cutaneous 
myiasis received attention and work -on con- 
tagious pleuropneumonia in goats was taken in 
hand. 

Contagious Disease—There was a decline in 
the total mortality from contagious diseases, 
Propaganda work was continued on the usual 
lines by the departmental staff, a motor exhibi- 
tion van being provided. The work of the 
touring staff and in the hospitals and dis- 
pensaries continued*to be satisfactory. There 
was an appreciable increase in the total 
number of cases treated in the several veter- 
inary institutions and in the number of 
castrations performed. G. K. W. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
LONDON GAZETTE—-WAR OFFICE—REGULAR ARMY 
Jan. ist.—Maj. G. E. Oxspring, 0.B.£., retires 
on ret, pay (Jan, 1st). 
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 


Jan. 1st.—Lt.-Col. J. W. Rainey, ¢.b.£., having 
attained the age limit for liability to recall, 
ceases to belong to the Res. of Off. (Dec. 31st, 


36). 
Jan, M. Bone, M.c., having attained 
the age limit of liability to recall. ceases to 
belong to the Res. of Off. (Jan. 10th.). 

D 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


Sarcomata in Both Eyeballs 
of a Cow 


J. F, CRAIG, M.A., F.R.C.V.S., 
AND 
O. DAVIES, Mev.se. CLIV.). 


DEPARTMENT OF VETERINARY PATHOLOGY, 
UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL 


In looking up the literature on tumours we 
have been unable to discover any reference to 
tumours arising in the interior of the eyeball of 
bovines. Possibly they are not commonly recog- 
nised because the interior of the eyeball is not 
usually examined. Carcinomata of the orbit in 
cattle are not uncommon but there the mem- 
brana nictitans, the conjunctiva and the eyelids 
are first involved and if the tumour extends to 
the eyeball the invasion proceeds from the 
outside inwards. 

The tumours to be described in this note 
arose in connection with the iris and ciliary 
processes of both eyes and extended into the 
anterior chamber. There was no evidence of 
the tumour extending outside the cavities of the 
eyeball, 

Histrory.-—The cow affected was a red Short- 
horn, in good condition, about eleven years old, 
which had calved some time previously and was 
a good-milker. It was observed in June, 1936, 
that the right eyeball was beginning to bulge 
particularly over the cornea, and it was des- 
cribed by the owner as appearing pink, like a 
ferret’s. There was no discharge from the eye 
and there was no conjunctivitis. The eye 
appeared to be blind and it was suspected that 
the change had followed upon an injury. 

Mr. Kendrick, M.r.c.v.s., Tarvin, nr. Chester, 
was called in and surgically removed the eye- 
ball. The eyeball was forwarded to us as a 
matter of interest. 


MAcroscopic CHARACTERS.—On examination 
the cornea was seen to be opaque, reddish-white 
and greatly distended, almost equalling the 
sclerotic in point of size. On section of the 
eyeball (Fig, 2) along its antero-posterior axis 
a yellowish-white, rounded, firm, well-defined 
tumour was found to occupy and distend the 
space between the lens and iris on the one hand 
and the cornea on the other and to have 
distorted the arrangement of the structures in 
the eyeball. It was attached by a broad base 
to the iris and ciliary processes of the choroid 
(Fig. 1) and entirely blocked up the pupil. It 
was 1gin. in its widest diameter and its size 


may be gauged by reference to the photograph 
(Fig. 2). 

Microscopic CHARACTERS.—Sections prepared 
from the tumour revealed it to be mainly 
cellular, with a fine, loose network of fibres 
through it. The cells were round or angular 
and about the size of monocytes and the nuclei 
were round. <A great deal of necrosis had 
occurred in the tissue and appeared in streaks 
and masses. At the side of the necrotic areas 
the nuclei of the cells were undergoing 
karyorrhexis and there the sections stained 
with haematoxylin appear darker than else- 
where (Fig. 6). The walls of the vessels were 
very thin and in places incomplete. 


FURTHER History.—After the operation, the 
cow began to lose flesh and appetite and the 
milk supply was reduced. Finally it was 
destroyed on August 9th. 

A post-mortem examination was made by Mr. 
Kendrick and pieces of the liver, lungs, kidney, 
parotid lymph gland and left eyeball forwarded 
for examination. 


MAcROScoPIC CHARACTERS OF THESE ORGANS.— 
The left eyeball, when received, presented very 
little alteration from the outside, but when it 
was opened it was found to enclose a small 
yellowish-white, firm tumour similar to, but 
smaller than, that in the right eyeball. It was 
about a quarter of the size of the lens and 
situated in front of, and attached to, the outer 
side of the iris. 

The lungs were dotted with tumours involving 
one or more lobules, grey in colour, well defined, 
firm, and varying in diameter from } in. to 1 in. 
(Fig. 3). 

Through the liver were also scattered a 
number of grey, well-defined tumours varying 
in diameter from 34in. to 14 in. There was also 
some evidence of cirrhosis (Fig 4). 

The kidney presented several round, white 
tumours, about the size of barley grains, in the 
cortex, 


The parotid lymph gland was enlarged and 
contained several grey, firm nodules up to 3 in. 
in diameter. 


Microscopic CHARACTERS.—The histology of 
the tumours in these organs was identical with 
that in the right eyeball, but necrotic changes 
were absent or at most comparatively slight. 
From these findings it was evident that the 
tumour was sarcomatous in type and was 
metastatic largely by way of the blood stream. 

It is not, however, possible to judge with any 
degree of certainty in what organ the primary 
tumour had developed. We do suspect that 
it did form first in connection with the right 
eyeball, but if that be the true explanation it 
does seem remarkable that both eyeballs came 
to be involved. 
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SARCOMATA IN BOTH EYEBALLS OF A COW 


Fic. 2.—Right eyeball in section, showing 
relation of tumour to other structures, 


Fic. 1.—Section through tumour, showing its 
attachment to iris and ciliary processes. x20. 


Fic. 3.—Left eyeball, showing small tumour 
behind the cornea. 


Fic. 4.—Lung, showing greyish tumours in its 
substance, 


Fic. 6.—Photomicrograph of eye-tumour shown 
in Fig. 2. x60. 


Fic. 5.—Tumours in the liver, 


. 
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National Veterinary 
‘Medical Association of 


Great Britain and Ireland 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL 


The January meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., 
was held in the Warwick Room, Connaught 
Rooms, Great Queen Street (Kingsway), 
London, W.C.2, on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
January 5th, 1937, with the President (Captain 
R, Simpson, of Carlisle) in the chair. 

The’ following members of Council were 
present: Mr. L. S. Balls, Captain J. R. Barker, 
Professor Geo, I’, Boddie, Messrs. H. W. Steele 
Bodger, A. D. J. Brennan and H,. EK. Bywater, 
Captain D. Campbell, Captain J. C., Coleman, 
Professor J. F. Craig, Messrs. DP. Crostfield, 
J.B. Dier and H. M. Dulf, Major G. W. Dunkin, 
Messrs. H. S. A. Dunn, C. W. Elam, Captain J. 
Fox, Mr. H. W. Griffiths, Captain O. V. Gunning, 
Sir Frederick Hobday, Messrs. S, F. J. 
Hodgman, Howel V. Hlughes and H. Tudor 
Hughes, Dr. L. Jordan, Major Hamilton WKirk, 
Mr. R. C. Locke, Dr. J. MeCunn, Mr. W. BR. 
MecKinna, Professor W. C. Miller, Professor 
W. M. Mitchell, Major-General Sir John Moore, 
Captain S. J. Motton, Messrs, R. Barons Nelder 
and J. W. Pritehard, Major ID. S. Rabagliati, 
Mr. BE. Brayley Reynolds, Captain J. R. Rider, 
Mr. C. F. Shaweross, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. 
Simpson, Messrs. J. Small, R. Ht, Smythe, A. 
Spicer, Tl. P. Standley, T. R. Thomas, 8S. B. 
Vine, A. H. -Watson, G. C. Webster, T. 
Wilkinson and J. Willett, together with Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge and the Solicitor (Mr. C, O. 
Langley) and the Secretary (Mr. F. Knight). 

The PRESIDENT, members of Council having 
assembled, said that before the business of the 
meeting commenced he desired to take the 
opportunity of personally wishing each member 
a very happy New Year. 

Major Kirk having expressed the apprecia- 
tion of the members and tendered the reciprocal 
good wishes of the Council to the President, the 
latter observed that the minutes of the previous 
meeting had been published. Was it the wish of 
the members that they should be signed as 
correct ? 

The Council expressed assent. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(1) From the following members of Council, 
apologising for their inability to attend the 
meeting: Mr. KE. IF. Beckett, Mr. H. Bell, Dr. 
QO. Charnock Bradley, Mr. David Brown, VPro- 
fessor J. B.. Buxton, Mr. T. A. R. Chippertfield, 
Mr. J. A. Craft, Major Brennan DeVine, Mr. 
hk. P. Edwards, Captain H, Gillmor, Mr. Arthur 
Gofton, Mr. C. R. Golledge, Mr. J. Ewing 
Johnston, Mr. G. P. Male, Captain G, Dunlop 
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Martin, Major A. B. Mattinson, Mr. E. F. 
McCleery, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Mr. A. McLean, 
Major R. H. H. Over, Mr. J. N. Ritchie, Mr. 
H. M. Salusbury, Mr. A. Thomson, Captain 
W. K. Townson, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse and the 
Hon. Treasurer (Captain W. G. Wragg). 

(2) From the Hon, Secretary of the Sussex 
Veterinary Society (Dr. L. Jordan), dated 
October 13th, 1936, informing the Secretary 
that at a meeting of the Sussex Veterinary 
Society held on September 13th it was unani- 
mously decided to subscribe £2 towards the 
provision of a link in the Presidential chain 
of the Association, and enclosing a cheque for 
that amount. This letter was received with 
applause. 

(3) From Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Rainey, 
written from Kalamunda, Western Australia, 
on October 30th, 1936, offering to assist the 
Editorial Committee in the work of editing the 
Veterinary Record. 

Dr. Woo.LpripGE desired, on behalf of the 
Editorial Committee, to thank Colonel Rainey 
for the offer of his assistance. The letter was 
referred to the Editorial Committee. 

(4) From the Secretary of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, dated December 5th, 1936, 
giving particulars of a conference to be held on 
January 28th under the auspices of the Insti- 
tute, for the purpose of discussing “the 
administration of the Milk (Special Designa- 
tions) Order, 1936, with respect to Accredited 
Milk,” and inviting the Association to appoint 
representatives, 

Major RaBaGLiAti moved that representatives 
be appointed, and it was agreed that the Presi- 
dent or his nominee should attend. 

(5) From the Secretary of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, inviting the attendance of 
representatives of the Association at the Heaith 
Congress of the Institute to be held at Birming- 
ham from July 12th to 17th, 1937. 

The Presipent informed the Council that it 
was usual to send representatives to this Con- 
gress and, on the proposition of Mr. Tupor 
HucGues, the President or his nominee was 
appointed to attend as representing the Associa- 
tion. 

(6) From Mr. Howel V. Hughes, of the 
University of Liverpool, dated December 14th, 
1936, stating that he had been instructed to 
forward a memorandum relating to the proposal 


of the North and South Wales Divisions to 


form a Welsh Branch of the National Veter- 
inary Medical Association, and requesting that 
this memorandum be brought to the notice of 
the Council, 

The memorandum, which was read to the 
Council by the Secretary, was as follows :-— 
To the Council of the National Veterinary Medical 

Association of Great Britain’ and Ireland. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
We, the undersigned, representing the North 
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and South Wales Divisions respectively, and in 
accordance with instructions received therefrom, 
beg to submit for your consideration, the forma- 
tion of a Welsh Branch of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association. 

_ As at present constituted the National Associa- 
tion possesses four Branches, two English, one 
Scottish and one Irish, the Welsh Divisions being 
under the North and South of England Branches 
respectively. Prior to the formation of the South 
Wales Division there may have been some excuse 
for thus splitting up Welsh veterinary representa- 
tion amongst the English Branches, but as, since 
the formation of the South Wales Division in 
1934, there are now functioning two Welsh 
Divisions, our members feel that the next logical 
step to take is the formation of a Welsh Branch 
of the “ National,” so as to unite the’ two 
Divisions rather than continue to keep Welsh 
veterinary representation divided under’ the 
North and South of England Branches. The 
effect of thus forming a Welsh Branch will be 
to bring Wales into line with Scotland and 
Ireland from a veterinary point of view, and 
enable us in Wales to “ pull our weight” with 
our English, Scottish and Irish colleagues in the 
affairs of the National Association. 

We feel that the formation of such a Branch 
can only have beneficial effect. It will be an 
additional source of strength to the National 
Association, and will considerably strengthen the 
hands of those veterinary surgeons in Wales who 
are working for a 100 per cent. unity in the 
profession in the Principality. In this sense it 
will enable new territory to be developed, in 
that those veterinarians who practise in the 
remoter districts, in mid-Wales and the Border 
country, will no longer have any reason for 
being unorganised, 

Wales is a country where the “ small farmer” 
flourishes; it has its own language, literature 
and traditions, quite distinct from England. The 
Welsh veterinary surgeons their own 
particular problems to face, and it is natural 
that they should desire unity with members of 
their own nationality, who speak their own 
language and understand their problems. Future 
developments in the Principality may require 


that we should have central Welsh 
authority to on our behalf, and the 
proposed Welsh Branch would be such = an 


authority. 

Any temporary loss of strength to the English 
Branches will be more than off-set by the 
acquisition of a new Branch to the “ National” 
Association, and the formation of such a Branch 
will encourage us to work unceasingly for the 
betterment of the profession. The formation of 
a Welsh Branch is the unanimous desire of our 
members, north and south, as expressed by 
unanimous resolutions passed at their respective 
meetings, and enthusiastically adopted by the 
Joint Committee which they formed to carry this 
wish through. 

We. therefore, carnestly beg you, Mr. 
President and gentlemen, to give this matter your 


favourable consideration your sarliest 
convenience. 

On behalf of the North and South Wales 
Divisions, 


We beg to remain, 
Your obedient servants, 
H. LLeEweLyn-Jones, President. 
Howe. V. Huaues, Secretary. 
North Wales Division. 
J. CAMPBELL President. 
T. Rocer Tuomas. Secrelary. 


South Wales Division. 
December 1st, 1936. 
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Mr. HuGues said that as one of the signatories 
to that document and a member of the North 
Wales Division he desired to support the pro- 
posal contained in the memorandum for the 
formation of a Welsh Branch of the N.V.M.A. 
He would like to give notice of motion that a 
Welsh Branch of the Association be formed, to 
consist of the North Wales and South Wales 
Divisions. The matter (added Mr. Hughes) 
would then come up for consideration at the 
next meeting of Council. 

The Presipentr said that he thought that the 
Council might remit the memorandum to the 
Organising Committee for consideration. 

Mr. J. Witterr enquired if the President 
thought that there was any necessity for a 
delay of three months or more in dealing with 
that matter. The proposal of the formation of 
a Welsh Branch was really to the benefit of the 
whole profession. He would be against the delay 
if the matter could possibly be dealt with before. 

The Solicitor having stated that any number 
of Divisions could form themselves into a 
Branch, subject to recognition by the Council, 
the Presipenr said that he was in entire 
sympathy with the suggestion. It was merely a 
question of examining the matter and dealing 
with it at the next meeting of Council. 

Dr. Woo-pridGE observed that in view of 
what the Solicitor had said, was it not for the 
Divisions in Wales to form their Branch? 

The Souicrror: “ That is so.” 

Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Stimpson said that he 
would like to move that an expression of sym- 
pathy with the aim of forming a Welsh Branch 
be recorded by that Council. 

Mr. J. Witterr seconded the motion, which 
was carried with acclamation. 

HIS MAJESTY’S ACCESSION 

(7) The Secretary reported that the follow- 
ing message of loyalty and congratulation had 
been addressed to the King on December 14th, 
1936 :— 

To His Most ExcELLENT MAJESTY GEORGE VI 
of Great Brifain, Ireland and of the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas, 
King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor 
of India. 
MAy Ir PLEASE YourR MAJESTY 
The President, Council and Members of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association 
of Great Britain and Treland desire dutifully 
to offer to Your Majesty their respectful 
congratulations on the occasion of Your 
Accession and to assure Your Majesty of 
their continued devotion and loyalty to the 
Throne and to Your Majesty’s Person. 
R. Simpson, President. 
F. Knraut, General Secretary. 
December 14th, 1936. 
Of that message the following acknowledgment 
had been received 
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE : 
The’ Private Secretary presents his 
compliments to the General Secretary of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland and begs to inform 
him that the loyal message forwarded by 
him on the 14th instant has been sent to the 
Secretary of State, Home Office, for 
submission to His Majesty. 
December 17th, 1936. 


HIS MAJESTY’S PATRONAGE 


The Secretary informed the Council that an 
earlier message, dated December 14th, 1936, 
had been received from Buckingham Palace in 
respect of the continuance of Royal Patronage 
of the Association :— 

Privy Purse Office, 
Buckingham Palace, S.W. 
The Keeper of the Privy Purse is 
commanded by The King to state that His 
Majesty is pleased to intimate to those 
Societies Institutions which were 
recently granted Patronage by King Edward 
VIII, that they may continue to show the 
Sovereign as their Patron during the 
present Reign, unless otherwise notified. 
December 14th, 1936. 


To this) communication the 
replied in the following terms :— 

The Keeper of the Privy Purse, 

Privy Purse Office, 
Buckingham Palace, S.W, 

Sir,—I thank you for your Memorandum of 
December 14th in which you state that His 
Majesty is pleased to intimate to those Societies 
and Institutions which were recently granted 
Patronage by King Edward VIII, that they may 
continue to show the Sovereign as their Patron 
during the present Reign, unless otherwise 
notified. 

As President of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association of Great Britain and Treland 
I greatly appreciate the contents of that 
communication. His Majesty’s gracious action 
will, I am sure, give much satisfaction through- 
out the veterinary profession. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
R. Srmpson, President. 


The Presipenr: “ I am sure that that message 
also will be heartily weleomed by the Council.” 
(Loud applause. ) 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCTATION 


The Secretary reported that the number of 
members on the register of the Association after 
the last meeting of Council was 1,826. Dedue- 
tions for deaths (4), resignations (10) and 
members in arrear with 1936 subseriptions (19) 
reduced the number to 1,793, but the addition 
of the 483 members to be elected at that meeting 


President had 


- 


would bring the membership of the Association 
to 1,836. In spite of heavy losses, therefore, 
the membership showed a further increase, and 
the total number given represented a record. 
(Applause. ) 

It was desired to place on record (continued 
the Secretary) the valued services of Mr. 
Whitty in enrolling members from the Trish 
Free State. (Applause. ) 

THe Late Mr. HENRY SUMNER (NENIOR) 


Obituary.—The Secretary having read the 
obituary list, Council standing the while, the 
PRESIDENT said that in that list there appeared 
the name of a member of the Association who 
rendered very conspicuous service, not only to 
the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
but to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
and to his profession generally. He referred to 
Mr. Henry Sumner, senr., of Liverpool, who 
was President of the Association in 1923. He 
thought it would be fitting that afternoon if the 
Council were to record their deep sense of the 
loss which the profession had sustained in Mr. 
Sumner’s death and that they should pass a 
resolution of sympathy with his relatives. He 
therefore moved accordingly. 

Captain BARKER desired to be associated with 
the President’s observations in respect of the 
death of Mr. Sumner. There was no more loyal 
servant of the veterinary profession than Henry 
Sumner, and he thought it was meet and proper 
that the Council should do as the President 
requested. 

The obituary list referred to above was as 
follows: Mr. J. Urmson (Chorley), Mr. C. Pack 
(Lymington), Mr. H. Sumner (Liverpool) and 
Mr, A. S. Chisholm (Bedlington). 

Resignations.—Following is the list of resig- 
nations from membership of the Association: 
Messrs. A. MeCaughan (Ballycastle), E, Porter- 
Smith (Lincoln), J. P. Rice (Belfast), J. B. 
Leitch (Australia), W. White (Birmingham), 


G. Thomson (Londonderry), Hall 
(Wellington), EK. J. L. Norman (Chudleigh), 


J. Aitken (Chester-le-Street) and J. Hammond 
(Fakenham). 

The PrREsIDENT said that unfortunately there 
was also a number of members who had not 
paid their subscriptions for 1936 and who there- 
fore ceased to be members of the Association on 
December 31st, 1936. 

Dr. WooLpRIDGE asked if he was to under- 
stand that those gentlemen lapsed in member- 


ship because they had not paid their 1936 
subscriptions. Was that not rather soon? 
The PresipENtT replied that this was in 


accordance with the terms of the Articles of 
Association, these being amended recently. The 
period of grace allowed used to be one of two 
years and it had now been amended to one year. 
All the gentlemen concerned had had repeated 
reminders, 
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The resignation of members having been 
accepted with regret, Professor Craic moved 
the election of the following new members, 
numbering 48: Messrs. W. Baker (Banshu), 
G. J. Bell (Dublin), H. P. Blackie (Burnley), 
J. D. Blaxland (Camden Town) and R. S. T. 
Bowden (R.A.V.C.), Miss M. Brock 
(Exmouth), Messrs. M. J. Byrne (Dublin), 
B. A. Claxton (Ministry of Agriculture), C. J. 
Clifford (Shifnal), P. R. Court (Wotton) and 
H. Cronly (Uganda), Miss M. Delavoye 
(Colchester), Miss M. J. Farman (London). 
Messrs. G. K,. Fenn-Smith (Bournemouth), 
W. J. Guthrie (Edinburgh), R. Hamilton 
(Glasgow), J. M. Hillock (Haddington), A. ©. 
Howse (Sutton Coldfield), H. E. Jackson 
(Hayes), W. Joyee (Dublin), E. W. Little 
(Dublin), J. C. MacKittrick (Portobello), L. 
Mellhargey (Milford), R. C. Matheson (Sutton 
Coldfield), T. Menzies (Sudan), E. Messervy 
(Tanganyika), A. T. Phillipson (London), L. 
Pitcher (Wooburn Green), J. M. Rorrison 
(Edinburgh), G. V. Slinn (Ministry of Agricul- 
ture) and F. Staples (Wexford), Miss M. G. 
Tattersall (Blackburn), Messrs. I. S. M. Taylor 
(Rayleigh), J. F. L. Taylor (R.A.V.C.), <A. 
Thalau (Brierley Hill), A. Thompson 
(London), J. K. Thomson (Pirbright), H. ©. 
Thonger (Sevenoaks), H. Turkington 
(Bradford), T. Y. Tyrrell (Oxford), J. F.C. 
Ward (Huddersfield), KE. A. P. White (Water- 
ford) and W. F. White (Boyle). 

The motion was carried amid applause. 

Reports of Standing Committees 
Organising Committee 

The Secrerary read the report of this com- 
mittee as follows: 

At a meeting of the Organising Committee held 
at the Offices of the Association on Monday, 
January 4th, 1937, Captain J. R. Rider was 
appointed Chairman of the committee for the 
ensuing year, and a vote of thanks was passed 
to Mr. R. B. Nelder for his services in the past 
year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

A report was received from the sub-committee 
appointed in October to discuss with Lieut.- 
Colonel P. J. Simpson a number of questions 
arising out of the replies which had been 
received from members giving details of local 
schemes for the free treatment of sick animals 
of the poor in conjunction with the R.S.P.C.A. 

It was learned from this report that most of 
the points taken up with Colonel Simpson were 
already covered in the booklet relating to the 
organisation of these schemes issued by Head- 
quarters, R.S.P.C.A., for the guidance of the 
branches of the Society; that the views of 
R.S.P.C.A. Headquarters were largely in accord 
with those of the N.V.M.A., but that owing to 
the fact that the branches of the R.S.P.C.A. were 
independent and self-governing units, it was not 
within the power of Headquarters R.S.P.C.A, to 
insist on their recommendations being carried 
out. They could merely recommend. Whether 
their recommendations were adopted rested 
entirely with branch committees and most of the 
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questions which arose were therefore matters for 
local arrangement. 

The committee agrees with the sub-committee 
that it would be useful to Divisions if a 
memorandum were drawn up outlining the 
manner in which these free treatment schemes 
should be formed and the terms and conditions 
under which the schemes should be operated. 
A sub-committee composed of the Chairman, Mr. 
Dawes and Mr. Griffiths therefore was appointed 
to draft such rules and also to consider cow free 
treatment schemes in populous areas, such as 
London, can best be organised. The committee 
is of opinion that these measures will secure the 
ends desired in the resolution on the subject 
received from the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners. 

report dealing with the situation in a 
Yorkshire town, as explained by a deputation 
from the area, which attended their meeting, 
was also received from the sub-committee. In 
this connection the sub-committee stated that 
they were making enquiries locally with the 
object of helping to remove the differences which 
have arisen, 

It was further reported by the sub-committee 
that following upon an interview they had on 
the same date with the Hon, Secretary of the 
North Midland Division and subsequent 
meeting of local practitioners, negotiations had 
been opened between representatives appointed 
by that meeting and the local branch of the 
R.S.P.C.A. for the establishment of a_ central 
clinie in Sheffield. 

Lastly, the committee decided to refer to the 
Scottish Branch observations from a member 
with reference to a- free treatment clinic in a 
Scottish centre. 

Production of Drugs, etc., in Great Britain.— 
The committee’s attention having been drawn to 
remarks made by a member at a recent meeting 
of a Division, it was decided to enquire of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 
whether it is aware of any arrangements being 
made for the’ preparation in this country | of 
drugs for the treatment of animal diseases which 
at present are produced only abroad. 

Captain Riper (Chairman of the committee) 
moved the reception and adoption of the report. 

Mr. STee_e Bopcer seconded, and the motion 


was carried without discussion. 


Appointments Committee 

Major RaBaGcuiati read and moved the recep- 
tion and adoption of the following report of this 
cominittee :— 


A meeting of the Appointments Committee was 
held at 2, Verulam Buildings, on Monday, 
January 4th, when Major Brennan DeVine was 
re-appointed Chairman of the committee for the 
ensuing year, 

Owing to Major DeVine’s absence, through 
indisposition, Major Rabagliati took the Chair 
for this meeting. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

The committee. received letter the 
Colonial Office as follows: 

“ 

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Ormsby 
Gore to refer to your letter of October 7th, 
regarding the question of reviving the post 
of Adviser on Animal Health to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. 

2. The representations made by your 
Association at the meeting held in this office 


| | 


on July 13th were duly communicated to 
the Secretary of State, but, after very care- 
ful consideration, Mr, Ormsby Gore has come 
to the conclusion that the requirements of 
the public services in the Colonial Empire 
do not necessitate the revival of this appoint- 
ment. In reaching this decision Mr. Ormsby 
Gore has taken into consideration the 
marked increase in collaboration which has 
been evident during the last few years 
between the veterinary officers in the more 
important Colonial dependencies in Africa 
as the result of group conferences. He 
proposes, however, that all annual reports of 
Colonial Veterinary Departments as and 
when received shall be submitted to the 
Colonial Advisory Council of Agriculture 
and Animal Health for detailed examination 
and report by that council’s Standing 
Committee of Animal Health. A_ similar 
procedure will be followed in dealing with 
matters which involve questions of research 
or policy in respect of animal health, or 
on which technical advice is sought by the 
Colonial Governments concerned. In this 
connection am to mention’ the 
committee at present consists of the follow- 
ing members: Dr. W. Horner Andrews, 
M.R.C.V.S.,. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 
F.R.S.E., M.R.C.V.S., Professor J, Basil Buxton, 
F.R.C.V.S., Mr. John W. MelIntosh, F.R.s.E£., 
M.R.C.V.S., Sir John Orr, D.S.0., M.C., D.Sc., 
Mr. John Smith, 0.8.£., M.R.c.v.s., Sir Thomas 
Stanton, K.c.m.c., M.p., Mr. F. A. Stockdale, 


C.M.G., C.B.E. 
I am, Sir, ; 
Your obedient servant, 
C. J. JEFFRIES.” 


The General Secretary, 


N.V.M.A. 
_The committee received this letter with 
disappointment and decided to continue to press 
for the re-establishment of the post of Veter- 


inary Adviser on Animal Health; meanwhile it 
was decided that a copy of the foregoing letter 
should be sent to the Directors of Veterinary 
Services and Secretaries of the Colonial Veter- 
inary Associations with a request for their views. 

At the previous meeting consideration was 
given to requests for the support of the Associa- 
tion in securing an improvement in_ their 
salaries received from two members holding 
art-time appointments with a Scottish County 
ouncil. he desired further information was 
now laid before the committee and letters which 
the Chairman had subsequently caused to be 
sent to these members were approved. 


. . 
The committee received a note of a meeting 


which took place on November 11th, 1936, 
between officials of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and a deputation formed by Major DeVine and 
Dr. Wooldridge, when proposals made by the 
Association for improving the salaries and 
prospects of the veterinary staff of the Ministry 
were discussed. 

The committee are satisfied with the yer 
made at this meeting and are hopeful that 
favourable developments may shortly ensue. 

It was also learned from the report:— 

(i) That the deputation was informed that 
no decision has yet been reached on the 
question of the salaries of research appoint- 
ments, about which representatives of the 
Association interviewed the Ministry over a 
year ago, though the matter is still under 
active consideration, 

(ii) That the deputation was told that 
there was no objection whatever to anv 
members of the Ministry’s veterinary. staff 
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taking an active share in the normal 
scientific and professional affairs of the 
Association, or its committees. 

It was agreed that a copy of-the above report 
should be passed on to the Association of Veter- 
inary Inspectors, Ministry of Agriculture. 

A vote of thanks to the members of the 
deputation for their valued services in this 
matter was unanimously passed, 

Consideration was given to a letter from the 
Medical Officer of Health, Berwickshire, concern- 
ing a proposal to appoint a whole-time officer 
to undertake all the council’s veterinary work 
in the County. The letter referred to the 
N.V.M.A. minimum of £600 a year for a county 
veterinary officer, but asked whether, as_ the 
county has a low rateable value and fewer than 
2,000 dairy cows, the Association would agree 
to a salary of £400 to £500 should his council 
decide to make such an appointment. 

After discussion it was decided that the 
Medical Officer of Health, Berwickshire, should 
be informed that the Association could not see 
its way to agree to an exception to its scale 
being made for the proposed appointment. 

Arising out of the acceptance for the 
Veterinary Record recently of an advertisement 
from the Agricultural Research Council inviting 
applications for the post of Research Officer on 
Coccidiosis, a request was received from the 
Editorial Committee for a ruling as to the course, 
which should be taken by that committee in 
the event of the receipt of advertisements from 
outside bodies which offer low” salaries for 
posts for which a veterinary qualification is not 
specified, but which appointments it is felt 
should be held by members of the profession. 

The action of the Editorial Committee in 
accepting the above advertisement was approved. 

With regard to the request for a ruling, the 
Appointments Committee did not consider it 
advisable that the Editorial Committee should 
refuse such advertisements as the one quoted 
unless they have special reasons for so doing. 


The motion was seconded by Mr. Tupor 
Hucues and earried, there being no discussion. 


Parliamentary Committee 


The report of this committee was read as 
follows by Captain CoLeMAN (Chairman), who 
moved its reception and adoption :— 


A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee 
was held at 2, Verulam Buildings, on Tuesday, 
January 5th, 1937, when Captain J. C. Coleman 

yas reappointed Chairman of the committee for 
the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

The committee gave consideration to the 
Livestock Industry Bill, each member having 
previously been supplied with a copy. 

It was agreed to write to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and the Secretaries of State con- 
cerned with agriculture in Scotland = and 
Northern Ireland respectively, asking that 
representation be granted to the profession on 
the proposed Livestock Advisory Committee. 


_ It was further agreed to send copies _to_ the 
Scottish Branch and the North of Ireland 


Division, and also to enlist the support of the 
Parliamentary Science Committee. 

In view of information received from the 
Secretary, the committee decided not to renew 
the annual subscription to the House of Lords 
Minutes and House of Commons Votes and 
Proceedings, but to obtain these only when any 
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Bill is before Parliament which appears to affect 
the profession, 


Mr. McKinna seconded, and, there being no 
discussion, the motion was carried. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Publie Health 
Committee 
The Chairman of this committee (Major 
RABAGLIATI) read the following report and 
moved its reception and adoption :— 


The Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee met at the offices of the Association 
on Tuesday, January 5th, 1937. Major D. S. 
Rabagliati was re-appointed Chairman of the 
committee for the ensuing year. 

It was reported that nothing further had been 
heard from the Chief Veterinary Officer of a 
county council to whom another letter had been 
addressed urging him to modify or withdraw 
the circular issued part-time’ veterinary 
inspectors of the county laying down the values 
to be allowed to farmers for cattle slaughtered 
under the Tuberculosis Order, This further 
letter was read to the committee for its informa- 
tion and approved, 

The reply was read to the committee which 
had been received from the Urban District 
Council of Norton, Malton, which had been asked 
lo receive a deputation in connection with the 
appointment of a meat inspector at a local bacon 
factory. This letter thanked the Association for 
its offer, but stated that the council did not 
think that any useful purpose would be served 
by accepting it inasmuch as they had already 
delegated the duties to their Medical Officer and 
Sanitary Inspector and this arrangement had 
been approved by the Ministry of Health. 

It was decided to write further to the council, 
expressing regret that it had not been willing to 
receive a deputation which could have placed 
before it information and advice that would have 
been useful to the council. 

It was understood from a letter received from 
a member that as a result of a further meeting 
with the committee of the Gloucestershire County 
Council at which he was present, the committee 
had modified their previous decision in regard 
to tuberculin testing and were to recommend 
that any owner of cattle might apply to the 
counly council to have any practising veterinary 
surgeon “ approved” by the county for the pur- 
pose of applying the official tests. It was 
decided to ascertain whether that ratification 
had yet taken place. 

Arising from the foregoing, the committee 
decided to issue to Chief Veterinary Officers in 
England and Wales a_ questionnaire secking 
information as to the procedure adopted in their 
areas in regard to (a) tuberculin testing under 
the Milk (Special Designations) Order and (b) 
examinations under the Accredited Herds 
Scheme. 

Correspondence was received from a member 
laking exception to the action of the Association 
in communicating with a county council on 
behalf of another member concerning the alloca- 
lion of work under the Milk and Dairies Order. 

Letters were received from the Hon. Secretary 
of the Scottish Branch forwarding a copy of the 
amended Attested Herds Scheme for Scotland, 
which came into force on July 1st, 1936. and 
stating that the following scale of fees to_ be 
paid to private” veterinary surgeons when 
carrying out tuberculin’ testing under the 
amended Order had been authorised by the 
Department of Agriculture for Scotland and 
agreed to by the Seottish Branch:— 
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Cattle. 
One to twenty at 4s. per head, with a 
minimum fee of 6d. 
- Additional Cattle 
from 21 to 40 at 3s. per head. 
above 40 at 2s. per head 
Travelling expenses to be allowed in 
addition, and tuberculin to be supplied free 
by the Department, 
It was noted that the Scottish Branch requested 
that a lower scale should not be accepted for 
England and Wales. 


Mr. WILKINSON seconded the motion, which 
Was carried. 


Joint Meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and 
Public Health and Parliamentary Com- 


mittees 

The following report of the joint meeting was 
read by the PRESIDENT, Who moved its reception 
and adoption :— 

A joint meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and 
Public Health and Parliamentary Committees 
was held at the Offices of the Association on 
Tuesday, January 5th, 1937, with the President 
in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous combined meeting 
were read and signed as correct. 

The purpose of the meeting was to consider 
the recently issued Report of the Reorganisation 
Commission for Milk. 

The committee noted the references in the 
Report to milk grades, the Attested Herd Scheme, 
the eradication of tuberculosis, ete., and in 
particular the recommendation of the Commis- 
sion that the possibility of instituting a central 
veterinary service on the lines of that) now 
operating in Northern Ireland should be seriously 
considered. 

A letter from Mr. J. W. Hall Masheter was 
read to the Joint Committee, 

After discussion, it was agreed that the Report 
be referred to the Special Committee on “ Free 
Services ” for their examination and opinion as 
to how it should be dealt with in the light of 
their deliberations. 


Captain GUNNING having seconded, the motion 
Was carried without discussion. 

Finance and General Purposes Committee 

The Presipentr said that the Council had in 
their hands the report of two meetings of this 
committee, and the report of the third meeting, 
held the previous day, had also been passed 
round, These reports were as follows :— 

Two meetings of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee. have been held ty, the 
past quarter, the President occupying the Chair 
on both occasions, 

Tue RoyAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

New Charter.—The committee has to report 
that the Privy Council has intimated that it is 
unable to accede to the request of the Association 
that the new Charter of the Royal Veterinary 
College be amended so that the veterinary 
representation on the Council of the College be 
increased by two members, these members to 
be elected by the Council of the N.V.M.A. A 
letter expressing regret at this decision has been 
addressed to the Privy Council. Subsequently 
it was learned that the new Charter had been 
granted to the Royal Veterinary College and that 
the Association’s representatives had been called 
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to the first meeting of the new Court of 
Governors. 

Appeal for Funds.—Arising out of the Mansion 
House meeting called by the Lord Mayor to 
discuss the financial aspect of veterinary educa- 
tion, a letter has been received from_ the 
Chairman of the Royal Veterinary College asking 
whether the Association had yet reached a 
decision with regard to the appeal for funds 
made at that meeting. As it is not clear to the 
committee whether any contribution that might 
be made by the N.V.M.A, would be placed to a 
fund in aid of the veterinary colleges generally 
or to one for the benefit of the Royal Veterinary 
College, Camden Town, alone, the committee is 
making inquiries before submitting a recom- 
mendation to the Council. 

Scale of Fees for Operations.—The committee 
has sent a deputation and, later, a letter, to the 
Acting Principal of the Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town, in order to make known the 
Association’s reasons for supporting the resolu- 
tion from the Society of Veterinary Pracittiieners 
which requested the College to consider’ the 
introduction of a seale of fees for all operations 
in order that that institution may not compete 
unfairly with general practitioners. 

Securily of Tenure for Staff. —The 
committee has considered the following resolu- 
tion submitted by the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners: “ The publication in the lay press 
of statements concerning the resignation of Sir 
Frederick Hobday appears to call for considera- 
tion by the Council, N.V.M.A.” 

After a lengthy discussion, in which the 
Solicitor took part, the committee is of opinion 
that the Association should rather concern 
itself with endeavouring to secure a_ greater 
measure of security of tenure for the existing and 
fulure professional staff of the Royal Veterinary 
College. In pursuance of that view it recom- 
mends that a letter, in the following terms, 
pressing for the provision of such protection 
for the staff, should) be addressed the 
Governors of the College. 


The Secretary, 
Royal Veterinary College. 
Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that the 
Council of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association has had under consideration the 
fact that there has been a number of changes 
in recent years in the personnel of the 
teaching staff of the Royal Veterinary 
College, and that the Association views with 
grave concern the apparent absence of any 
securily of tenure of appointments at the 
College. 

This has given rise to considerable 
misgiving among members of the veterinary 
profession, since hardship may be caused to 
those concerned when appointments of this 
highly specialised nature are terminated at 
short notice, and especially when this occurs 
after many years’ service. 

It must be emphasised also, that inde- 
pendent thought, which is so essential to 
efficient research and teaching at institutions 
of university rank, is largely impossible 
without reasonable security of tenure for the 
occupants of these posts. 

I am therefore to express the hope that 
the Governors will consider the granting of a 
greater measure of security to the members 
of the teaching staff. It is felt that the 
knowledge that some security attached to 
these posts would tend greatly to widen the 
choice of candidates when: vacancies occur, 


and promote’ throughout the rofession 
confidence in the governing body of the 
College. 

The Association makes this recommenda- 
tion not only in the interests of its members, 
but because it is confident that its adoption 
would promote the welfare of the College. 

am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
F. Knicut, General Secretary. 


GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE ON VETERINARY EpUCATION 


It was reported that following upon the 
appointment - the Government of a committee 
on veterinary education efforts had been made 
both directly and through the medium of the 
arliamentary Science Committee obtain 
additional veterinary representation on_ that 
Government Committee, 

The attitude of the Minister of Agriculture and 
the Secretary of State for Scotland appeared 
to be that the addition to the committee 
suggested by the Association was unnecessary, 
as in so far as technical and professional 
questions were concerned, they were satisfied 
that the views of the profession itself, both as 
an organisation and through individual members, 
would receive the fullest consideration and 
would necessarily form the basis on which the 
committee would frame its conclusions, 

It was decided, however, to ask the Parlia- 
mentary Science Committee to pursue the matter 
further. 


DENTITION OF ANIMALS AS GUIDE TO AGE 


The committee has adopted recommendations 
of a sub-committee resulting from a discussion 
with Mr. F. O. L. Walpole of his request for the 
assistance of the Association in the compilation 
of a table of dentition in relation to animals 
of distinctive breeds at various stages” of 
dentition, which he is proposing to publish in 
pamphlet form. These recommendations are:— 

That a notice be inserted in the Velerinary 
Record requesting members able to supply 
any useful data on the subject to communi- 
‘ate with the General Secretary, and, that 
Mr. Walpole be co-opted a member to assist 
the sub-committee in dealing with the 
enquiry from the Hereford Herd Book 
Society for the opinion of the Association 
whether any reliance can be placed on the 
state of dentition as a guide to the age of 
any particular beast. 

NOMENCLATURE OF MALTA FEVER 

The committee has received a request for the 
Association’s comments on a report prepared 
by the British Dairy Farmers’ Association on the 
nomenclature of Malta fever, suggesting that the 
terms Malta fever and Mediterranean fever be 
discarded and that the names applied to the two 
common types of brucellosis be:— 

1. Brucellosis brucei or Brucellosis 
undulans, 

2. Brucellosis bangi or Brucellosis abortus 
bovis. 

This was considered in conjunction with a 
letter from Dr. R. Lovell, whose views had been 
invited, and it was agreed to accept his opinion 
that the term “undulant fever” should be 
adopted to describe the disease caused in man 
and that the nomenclature of the causal 
organisms accepted by bacteriologists should be 
recommended by the Association, namety:— 

1. Brucella abortus. 

2. Bd. abortus (suis) or Br, suis, 

3. Br. melitensis, 
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TUBERCULIN TESTING 


The committee -received a letter from the 
Hereford Herd Book Society asking whether the 
Association recommends any standard test for 
tuberculosis in cattle and any specified dose of 
tuberculin to be administered in such test. 

It was decided that the Association’s reply 
should state that it was not in a position to 
recommend any particular tests; mention the 
tests officially recognised by Government Depart- 
ments and by the United States Government for 
‘attle imported into that country; point out that 
in view of the variability of tuberculin no 
standard dose could be recommended; and 
express the hope that the Society would, in the 
interests of herd owners, support the endeavours 
of the Association to urge the Ministry of 
Agriculture to utilise its powers under Section 12 
of the Diseases of Animals Act, 1935, and so 
secure tuberculin of adequate potency in connec- 
tion with official tests. 


Tue TOwN PLANNING ACTS AND VETERINARY 
SURGERIES 

The committee is agreed, following upon a 
report from the Solicitor, that the Association 
could take no further useful action the 
matter of the unsuccessful appeal by a member 
against the refusal of an urban district council 
to give him permission to erect a_ consulting 
room and surgery in a part of the district that 
had been zoned for residential purposes. 

The reasons given by the Minister of Health 
for dismissing the appeal were: that he agreed 
with the urban district council that the part 
of the road where it was proposed to erect the 
building was suitable for residential zoning and 
that non-residential buildings should therefore 
be allowed only with consent, and that he could 
not agree that a person living elsewhere (as 

vas understood would be the case) should 
automatically be allowed to open premises 
primarily designed for professional purposes in 
a residential area, 

OFFICE ORGANISATION 

As requested by Council, the committee has 
considered whether the organisation of the office 
could be so arranged as to render possible the 
circulation of minutes of committee meetings in 
advance of the meeting of council at which they 
are to be presented. 

It was felt that the present practice of holding 
committee meetings just prior to the Council 
meetings rendered this advance circulation 
impracticable generally, but it was agreed that 
this procedure should be applied to all reports 
of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
and to those of other committees whenever 
possible. 

Arising from the foregoing discussion, a sub- 
committee consistin of the President, the 
Immediate Past-President, the President-Elect, 
the Hon. Secretary and the Hon. Treasurer has 
been appointed to consider the work of the office 
and the staff necessary to carry it out. 
PROTECTION OF ANIMALS AGAINST GAS WARFARE 


In response to the request of Council, the 
committee has appointed the following  sub- 
committee—the President, Professor G. F. Boddie, 
Major Brennan DeVine and Mr. E. Brayley 
Reynolds, with power to co-opt—to consider 
the question of gas warfare as it might affect 
animals. The sub-committee has, through the 
help of the Air Raid Precautions Department 
of the Home Office, arranged for veterinary 
surgeons to be invited to lectures on air raid 
precautions that are being given under the 
auspices of branches and divisions of the British 
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Medical Association. In addition, offers of the 
sub-committee’s co-operation have been made to 
Government Departments. 

THe OFFICES OF VICE-PRESIDENT 

The committee has considered, in the light 
of the discussion at the previous Council meeting, 
the following motion moved by Major Kirk:— 

“ That in future any member who has once 
been elected as Vice-President shall not, 
except in the case of misdemeanour, have 
his name removed from the list of Vice- 
Presidents until he been elected 
President.” 

It is recommended, subject to any report made 
by the Solicitor, that Article 55 of the Articles 
ol Association be so amended as to provide for 
only two Vice-Presidents, one of which offices 
shall be occupied by the immediate Past- 
President and the other by the President-Elect, 
in place of the four appointments now allowed. 

ANNUAL CONGRESSES 

Social Functions.—With regard to the second 
motion moved by Major Kirk at the October 
meeting of Council 

“That this Council shall clearly instruct 
all Provisional Committees of Congress to 
peruse carefully the names of all those who 
have applied for tickets for the Annual 
Banquet in order that men of high standing 
in their profession may not be relegated to 
tables remote from the top table,” 

on an assurance being given by the President 
that the wish expressed in this motion would be 
kept in mind, it was the feeling of the committee 
that the matter might be left there. 

Congress Handbook and Papers.—The com- 
mittee has requested the Chairman of the 
Editorial Committee to examine the question of 
the expenditure involved in the production of 
the Congress Handbook and Papers, 


ASSOCIATION’S SCALE FOR TRAVELLING EXPENSES 


Recommendation Referred Back to Committee. 
After reconsideration, the committee has 
decided to withdraw its recommendation § that 
third-class railway fare only should be allowed 
to all members making claims for expenses under 
the Association’s scale. 

COMBINED MEETING AT SCARBOROUGH 


The committee received a_ report of the 
meeting which took place during the Scarborough 
Congress between representatives of the Associa- 
lion and the Society of Veterinary Officers. 

It was agreed, as suggested in that report, that 
the Society of Veterinagy Officers and the Society 
of Veterinary Practitioners should) be asked 
whether they would each nominate one member 
to act with a representative of the N.V.M.A. as 
liaison officers in dealing with any complaints or 
disputes affecting the three bodies that may arise 
in the future. 

COMMITTEE TO ADVISE ON NUTRITION IN THE 

COLONIAL EMPIRE 

Correspondence was read which had passed 
between the Association, the Prime Minister, the 
Colonial Office and the Economic Advisory 
Council in connection with the composition of 
the recently-appointed Government Committee on 
Nutrition in the Colonies. 

The Economic Advisory Council in their letter 
stated that the Nutrition Committee did not 
contain any member of the veterinary profession 
but included three members of the Colonial 
Advisory Council of Agriculture and Animal 
Health with which Council the Nutrition Com- 
mittee would keep in close touch. The Economic 
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Advisory Council contended that, as at present 
constituted, the Nutrition Committee was fully 
qualified to deal with the various aspects of its 
enquiry. 

In view of the terms of the foregoing letter, 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
decided :— 

(i) That the veterinary members on_ the 
Colonial Advisory Council’s Committee of 
Animal Health should be supplied with a 
copy of the Economic Advisory Council’s 
letter and asked to support the efforts of 
the N.V.M.A. to secure the addition of a 
member of the veterinary profession to the 
Nutrition Committee. 

(ii) That the Parliamentary Science Com- 
mittee be acquainted with the Association’s 
representations in this matter and requested 
to lend their support thereto. 

ScorTiso BRANCH CoUNCIL 

Among letters from the Scottish Branch was 
one stating that in future the Executive Com- 
mitlee of the Branch would be known as the 
“Council of the Scottish Branch” and that the 
Council of the Branch would elect an “ Executive 
Committee” consisting of the President, Hon. 
Secretary, and two members of the Council of 
the Branch. 

KENNEL CLUB 

A complaint was received from a member 
stating that after he had been asked by Crufts to 
judge Norwich terriers at their 1937 Champion- 
ship Show and agreed to do so, he had been 
informed by the Kennel Club that a rule had 
recently been made whereby veterinary surgeons 

were not eligible to award Kennel Club Challenge 
Certificates, 

It was decided to take this matter up with 
the Kennel Club and press them to rescind this 
rule, 

PROFESSORSHIP OF ANIMAL PATHOLOGY, CAMBRIDGE 

The attention of the committee was drawn to 
the following statement in the announcement in 
the Cambridge Universily Reporter of — the 
Election for the Professorship of Animal 
Pathology :— 

“Under Statute D, XIII, 1 (ii) the Council 
of the Senate have determined that at this 
election preference shall be given to a 
candidate whose experience and_ interests 
lie chiefly in scientific investigation rather 
than in velerinary practice, and that a 
professional veterinary qualification, though 
undoubtedly advantageous, shall) not be 
regarded as essential.” 

After discussion, it was left to the President 
to make enquiries and thereafter to take an'y 
action that he may deem necessary; the 
meanwhile, the editorial which this committee 
had approved was to published in_ the 
Velerinary Record and copies sent to each of the 
electors with a note expressing the hope that 
they would give the views stated therein their 
sympathetic consideration. 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL 

PuRPOSES COMMITTEE 

It was agreed to ask the Council to elect 
another member to fill the vacancy on the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee caused 
by the fact that Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, who 
had been elected an ordinary member, now 
serves on the committee as Chairman of the 
Editorial Committee. 


It was found necessary to hold a_ further 
meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee on Monday, January 4th, 1937. 
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Royal Veterinary College——-At this meeting, 
which was also presided over by the President, 
a letter was received from the Secretary of the 
Royal Veterinary College with reference to the 
appeal arising out of the Mansion House meeting, 
explaining that it was felt that it might be 
difficult for the N.V.M.A. to contribute to a 
national pool and it was therefore towards the 
‘apital sum of £40,000 required to complete the 
Surgical and Large Animals’ accommodation at 
the Royal Veterinary College, London, that the 
support of the Association was solicited, 

n the light of the above explanation it was 
decided to recommend that the Association 
should proceed with the donation of 100 guineas 
previously authorised by Council, 

Committee on Veterinary Education.—In view 
of the regretted death of Sir John Robertson, 
the Minister of Agriculture has again been urged 
lo increase the veterinary representation on the 
recently appointed Departmental Committee on 
Veterinary Education. In the reply received, it 
is pointed out that the late Sir John Robertson 

yas appointed to the committee to represent 
public health interests; that the Minister feels 
that it is most desirable that the interests of 
public health should be represented the 
committee, and that he proposes, therefore, to 
have those interests in view in connection with 
the filling of the vacancy caused by Sir John 
Robertson’s death. A similar reply has been 
received by the Parliamentary Science 
Committee. 

In bringing further pressure to bear on the 
Minister to accede to the Association’s request, 
it is proposed to stress that there are in the 
‘ranks of the profession many members’ with 
veterinary public health experience from whom 
the Minister could suitably fill the vacancy. 

Committee on Nutrition in the Colonies.—A 
letter received by Sir Arnold Wilson, M.p., 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Science Com- 


mittee, from the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, was read which had reference to the 
Association’s request for the addition of a 


member of the profession to the Committee on 
Nutrition in the Colonies. It was agreed that 
Sir Arnold Wilson be asked to lend his help 
to the Association in pursuing this matter. 

Arising from the Parliamentary Science Com- 
mittee’s efforts on behalf of the Association in 
these two matters, it was agreed that’ the 
Association should support a suggestion that the 
-arliamentary Science Committee should urge the 
Prime Minister to request his colleagues to secure, 
in appropriate cases, representation of the 
professions on Commissions, etc., by applying to 
the recognised professional bodies for panels of 
members from which selection could be made. 

Kennel Club.—Consideration was given to a 
private and confidential explanation furnished 
by the Kennel Club in connection with the 
question taken up with them at the request of 
a member of the Association. 

While appreciating the fullness” of this 
explanation, the committee decided that it should 
renew its original request and that. if necessary, 
a discussion between the two bodies should be 
arranged, in which event the Association’s 
representatives should be the President, Major 
Kirk and Professor Wooldridge. 

The Town Planning Acts and Veterinary 
Surgeries.—The committee considered an appli- 
‘ation from the member concerned for financial 
assistance towards the expenses he had incurred 
in his appeal against the refusal of an urban 
district council to grant him permission to erect 
a velerinary surgery in the district. 

It was decided to advise him that in view of 


the heavy expenses incurred by the Association 
in this matter, it could not see its way to meet 
any part of his bill. Further, it was agreed to 
adopt the suggestion of the Solicitor that he 
should endeavour to secure a reduction in the 
costs levied against the Association; the President 
being authorised to allow the discharge of what- 
ever amount should be finally agreed 

N.V.M.A. Motor Insurance Scheme. letter 
was received from Messrs. S. H. Cannon and 
Company, calling attention to an unauthorised 
circular seated to have been issued to members 
of the Association by a firm of land and estate 
agents offering to arrange for them motor 
insurances on terms similar to those available 
under the N.V.M.A. Scheme. 

The suggestion was adopted that the Faculty 
of Architects and Surveyors should be informed 
of the unauthorised issue of this circular by one 
of its members. 

Subscriptions to Other Bodies.—Continuation 
of the Association’s subscriptions of £10 10s, to 
the Parliamentary Science Committee and £5 5s. 
to. the National Horse’ Association was 
authorised. 

King George V National Memorial Fund.—A 
letter was received from the Mayor of Holborn, 
inviting a contribution to the King George V 
National Memorial Fund. It was decided to 
recommend that a donation of ion guineas be 
made direct to this fund. 

New Premises.—The committee has 
a number of premises and it hopes in the nea 
future that it will be in a position to make : 
definite recommendation to Council to 
furnish a financial statement showing full details 
in regard to any increased liabilities that would 
be incurred. 

Speaking to these reports, the PRESIDENT said 
that he thought he should draw their attention 
to the fact that there was incorporated in the 
joint report of the first two meetings a suggested 
letter to the Governors of the Royal Veterinary 
College which had been approved by the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee, and he wished 
it to be understood that with the adoption of 
those reports would go approval of that par- 
ticular letter. To regularise the position he 
would move the reception and adoption of those 
reports. 

The motion having been seconded, the Presi- 
dent said that at the end of the first report the 
members would notice that it was agreed to ask 
the Council to elect another member to fill the 
vacancy on the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee caused by the fact that Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge, who had been elected an ordinary 
member, now served on the committee as Chair- 
of the Kditorial Committee. 

Mr. STEELE BopGER proposed Major Kirk to 
fill the vacancy, saying that he was originally 
on the Finance and General Purposes Conminittee 
by virtue of his chairmanship of the Editorial 
Connnittee. 

Mr. HuGues seconded Major Kirk's election, 
and this was agreed to. 

The PResIDENT observed that in the last 
report before them under this head the Council 
would see that the Finance and General Pur- 
poses Committee, following upon work that had 
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been done by a special sub-committee in connec- 
tion with acquiring new premises with = office 
accommodation for the Association, had been 
pursuing its enquiries. On that subject he 
wanted to intimate that they hoped in the near 
future to put before the Council a definite pro- 
posal, which would be accompanied by full 
details in regard to any financial considerations 
that might be involved. It inight eventually be 
necessary to have a full meeting of the Council 
to deal with that question. At that stage, how- 
ever, he desired merely to report that the 
matter was being dealt with and that a certain 
amount of progress was being made. 

Mr. SiEELE Bopcer said that there was a 
little ambiguity in the penultimate paragraph 
of the supplementary report of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee, concerning the 
Mayor of Holborn. The Association had sent a 
donation to the general fund and not to the 
Mayor of Holborn’s fund. 

The Presipenr replied that the Association 
were going to make a donation direct to the 
central fund. 

Captain BARKER asked to be allowed to draw 
attention to the reference to the Royal 
Veterinary College in the supplementary 
report. He thought the Council should 
know that they were asked to pay 100 
guineas to the Royal Veterinary College, 

Camden Town, for their special fund to com- 
we. the building of the Royal Veterinary 
College. Members would remember the meeting 
at the Mansion House, when it was decided to 
organise a national appeal: he thought the 
Council ought to be quite clear that the 100 
guineas was being sent to the Royal Veterinary 
College and not to the national appeal. 

Colonel Simpson asked if there had been any 
suggestion of contributing towards a_central 
fund in addition to the Royal Veterinary 
College fund. 

Captain BarkKER replied that the Finance 
Committee now held the view that the 100 
guineas should be irrespective of any 
contribution that might subsequently be made 
to the national appeal. It was for the Council 
to decide whether or not it would send to the 
latter, 

The Presipenr observed that the Association 
had had no direct invitation to Subscribe to the 
national appeal. 

Colonel Simpson asked if they had to wait for 
an invitation. The N.V.M.A. was a. national 
body: should they not try to be as equitable as 
possible as between the yvariouS veterinary 
colleges ? 

Major Kirk commented that possibly Colonel 
Simpson did not know that the * National” had 
already subscribed 100 guineas to the Kndow- 
ment Fund of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, 
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(olonel Stimpson expressed assent. 

Dr. WooLpripGE enquired if it was not a fact 
that the Association had endeavoured to find 
out what was the national fund, who were its 
organisers, and who was actually running the 
appeal, 

Mr. J. Witterr (President, Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons) said that he thought the 
Mansion House meeting could be rightly 
claimed as a fiasco. Many of them were present 
and it was clear in their minds that originally 
the meeting was called for the purpose of 
raising funds for the Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town. Later the object of the meeting 
was deviated into the securing of funds for 
veterinary education. That being so, very 
naturally other schools than the Royal Veter- 
inary College said, “We are entitled to come 


into this,” and the Director of Veterinary 
Studies at the Liverpool School and the 


Principal of the Edinburgh College spoke. 
The Lord Mayor did not quite know where 
he stood in that matter. He thought there 
were many people present at the meeting 
who were prepared to dip into their pockets 
and pay up straight away, but the opportunity 
to do so was not afforded them. He strongly 
supported the decision that the 100 guineas 
should go to the Royal Veterinary College: if 
an appeal was made to them at a later date for 
the support of veterinary education he thought 
that the “ National” should support it. 

The PRESIDENT observed that the only matter 
in front of the Council at the moment in that 
connection was the payment of the 100 guineas 
to the Royal Veterinary College. If there was 
no further discussion he would put those three 
reports to the meeting, 

The motion having been carried unanimously, 
the PRESIDENT proceeded to say that, arising out 
of the reports they had just adopted, it would 
be necessary that there should be a= special 
resolution in regard to the question of the offices 
of Vice-President. He would ask the Secretary 
to read the terms of the resolution which would 
be necessary to give effect to that part of the 
report. 

The SecreEtTARY read the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he thought he had 
better draw the attention of members to the 
fact that the Solicitor advised that there should 
be a slight alteration in the terms of the pro- 
posed resolution which had been read out by 
the Secretary. It was as follows, that the words 
“who shall be eligible ” be inserted immediately 
before the words “for election as President.” 
For the purpose of passing that resolution, it 
was required that an Extraordinary General 
Meeting of the Association should be held 
immediately preceding the next ordinary Quar- 
terly Meeting of Council. 

Major Kirk observed that he would like it to 
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be said that the Vice-President, other than the 
Past-President, should be the President-Elect, 
otherwise they were making no departure from 
the existing practice. 

The meeting accepted the resolution as 
amended by the Solicitor, this to be circulated 
to members of the Association for adoption at 
an Extraordinary General Meeting: 

“That the Articles of Association of the 
Association be altered in manner following :— 

(a) By deleting from Article 40 the words 
‘or in his absence the immediate Past- 
President.’ 

(b) By deleting from Article 49 the word 
*Past-President’ inserting the 
word ‘two’ before the word * Vice- 
Presidents.’ 

(c) By deleting Articles 50, 51 and 55 and 
substituting the following new Articles 
as Articles 50 and 51 :— 

“0. At each Ordinary General Meeting there 
shall be elected to hold office for the ensuing 
year :— 

(i) a President. and 

(ii) a Vice-President who shall be eligible 
for election as President for the 
year immediately following his 
term of office as Vice-President. 

“Ol. (i) The President for the previous year 

shall hold office as an additional 
Vice-President for the year 
immediately following his term of 
office as President. 

(ii) The President and Vice-Presidents for 
the ensuing year shall enter upon 
the duties of their respective 
offices at the termination of each 
Ordinary General Meeting. 

(d) By deleting from Article 60 the words 

‘the immediate Past-President.’ 

(ec) By deleting from Article 74 the words 
‘the immediate Past-President.’ ” 

Hon, Treasurer's Report.—This report, which, 
in the absence of the Hon. Treasurer (Captain 
W. G. Wragg) was read by the Secretary, was 
adopted unanimously. It covered the finances of 
the Association for the months September, 
October and November, and concluded with the 
observation that there was every indication that 
1936 would be as good a year, financially, as 
1935. 


Editorial Committee 

Dr. W. R. Woo rprince (Chairman of this 
committee) read and moved the adoption of the 
following report :— 

Fortnightly meetings of the Editorial Com- 
mittee have been held during the past quarter. 


W. R. Wooldridge has been appointed 
Chairman and Mr, E. Brayley Reynolds, Vice- 


Chairman for the year 1936-37. 
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The committee have sustained the loss of Dr. 
Rk. Lovell and Mr. W. P. Blount in consequence 
of their inability to attend the meetings regularly 
and recommend that the places of these members 
on the committee be filled by Mr. S. F. J. 
Hodgman and Mr. lan A. Galloway. The com- 
mittee wishes to record its thanks the 
resigning members for their past services, bul 
particularly to Dr. Lovell for his valued help 
during the last few years. 

Many important events in the political and 
educational field have been the subject” of 
editorial comment during the quarter, including 
the question of securing adequate veterinary 
representation on various committees appointed 
by Government bodies, veterinary representation 
at the Colonial Office, the Cambridge appoint- 
ment, and the financial position of veterinary 


education which came into prominence as a 
result of the Mansion House meeting. The 
Council will be pleased to learn” that all 


editorials on policy have been submitted prior 
to publication to the President and whenever 
possible to the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee. The Editorial Committee wishes the 
guidance of the Council on the question of such 
editorials. The committee’ feels that) many 
matters of public concern and veterinary policy 
should be dealt with immediately in the Record 
and to this end the above procedure has been 
evolved. The committee hopes that in adopting 
this report the Council will give its blessing to 
the continuation of this procedure, 

The recently introduced policy of the com- 
mittee in inviting the receipt of review copies 
of all works likely to prove of interest to 
veterinary readers has met with a good response 
from the publishers, with the result that the 
section of the Association’s journal devoted to 
the reviews of books has become more 
important feature than hitherto. 

The organisation for the provision of abstracts 
is now functioning satisfactorily, but an 
endeavour is to be made to increase the clinical 
interest of this section. 

The provision of ‘original clinical material, 
however, is a matter which continues to cause 
the committee concern and they would like to 
take this opportunity of reminding practitioners 
that a report of any interesting case with which 
they may meet would be welcomed. 

In connection with the advertisement section 
of the Veterinary Record, the committee are glad 
to report that the response to requests — for 
renewals of contracts expiring at the end of 
1936 has been most satisfactory. 

As will have been observed in connection with 
the publication of the first issue of the year, 
which contains the President’s New Year Message 
to Members of the Association, the type for the 
sectional and article headings has been altered 
to a lighter face to bring the journal into 
conformity with modern practice in this respect 
and it is hoped that these alterations will mect 
with the approval of members. 

The motion having been seconded by Major 
Kirk, Captain Barker asked if it would be 
possible for the Editorial Committee to publish, 
perhaps once a year, the names of those indivi- 
duals whose initials appeared at the end of 
annotations and abstracts, for purposes of refer- 
ence, in order that it might be possible in future 
years to ascertain who had served the committee 
in this respect. Such an insertion could readily 
be made with the index, 

Dr. Wootprivce having replied that that 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


VoL, 49 97 


No. 4. 


could readily be done, but he would point out 
that there was a complete record of those 
individuals at the oflice, to which access could 
be had at any time for reference purposes, the 
PRESIDENT stated that doubtless Dr. Wooldridge 


would keep Captain Barker’s suggestion in 
mind, and to this Dr. WooLpripGE at once 


assented. 

Replying to Mr. R. WH. Smyrie’s enquiry as to 
whether the policy of paying for clinical articles 
Was proving satisfactory, Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said 
that the committee was rather concerned with 
the clinical section and he thought that their 
view was that there had been no improve- 
ment as the result of the payment for clinical 
articles. He did not feel, however, that the 
question of discontinuance or otherwise of such 
payment was one for the Editorial Committee 
to decide: he thought that lay with another 
committee, 

Major Kirk said he had in mind the sugges- 
tion that payment for clinical articles should be 
discontinued, but he believed that that was not 
the time or place to put it forward. 

Mr. SMytueE proposed that the Editorial Com- 
mittee consider the desirability of discontinuing 
the system of payment for clinical articles. 

The Council accepted this proposal and the 
report of the Editorial Committee was then 
adopted without further discussion, 


Reports of Other Committees 
Provisional Committee 

The Secretary read the following progress 
report of the Provisional Committee for the 
Bournemouth Congress, 1937 :— 

The President has been appointed Chairman 
of the Provisional Committee; Major Dalling, 
Depuly Chairman and Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, and Dr. Jordan, Local Hon. 
Secretary. 

After consultation with the responsible official 
of the Bournemouth Corporation and making 
other local enquiries, the Provisional Committee 
reapers that the Congress shall take place from 
Monday, July 26th to Friday, uly 30th 
(inclusive), and that the Annual General Meeting 
should be held on Wetlnesday, July 28th. 

If the Congress is held during this period, 
the Corporation can allow the Association to have 
the use of the Grand Hall of the Town Hall for 
the various meetings of the Congress, and the 
adjoining Lesser Hall for the Exhibition § of 
Surgical Instruments, Drugs, etc., avithout charge. 
The committee have viewed this accommodation 
and consider it suitable for the Association’s 
purpose, 

The exact details of the programme have not 
vet been completed but it has been decided that 
the number of papers shall be limited to six 
and that a programme of operations and demon- 
strations shall be arranged, these to take place 
at the Corporation Stables. 

In connection with the papers, definite arrange- 
ments have been made as follows:— 
VETERINARY MEDICINE AND SURGERY SECTION. 

“The Clinical Aspects and Treatment of 
‘Hoose’ (Parasitic) and Allied Conditions 
in Cattle.” Mr. R. H. Smythe (Camborne), 
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Opener: Captain O. V. Gunning (Tutbury). 

“ Stuttgart Disease and Nephritis.” Mr. Nevill 
S. King (Leatherhead). 

Opener: Professor G, H. Wooldridge. 


EXPERIMENTAL PATHOLOGY SECTION. 
“Diseases of Poultry.” Mr. W. P. Blount 
(Lewes). 
Opener: Major T. Dalling (Beckenham). 
“The of Vaccine Therapy.” 
Dr. W. S. Gordon (Edinburgh), 
Opener: Captain S, J. Motton (Penzance). 


HEALTH SECTION. 
“ Veterinary Inspection in Bacon Factories.” 
Mr. D. J. Anthony (Brierley Hill). 
Opener: Mr. H, Ducksbury (Calne). 


“The Control of Tuberculosis by means of 
Test.” Major A. Douglas 
yr). 
Opener: Mr. S. V. Golledge (Trowbridge). 

The undermentioned have agreed to act as 
Presidents, Vice-Presidents and Recording 
Secretaries of the various Sections:— 

Tne Pustic HeALtu SECTION. 

President: Mr. S. B. Vine. 
Vice-President: Mr. Eoghan Clark. 
Recording Secretary: Mr, G. W. Begg. 

Tue EXPERIMENTAL PATHOLOGY SECTION. 
President: Mr. C. V. Watkins. 
Vice-President: Major A, A. Pryer. 
Recording Secretary: Mr. N. S. Barron. 

VETERINARY MEDICINE AND SURGERY SECTION, 
President: Mr. J. F. D. Tutt. 
Vice-President: Major J. Stewart Wood. 
Recording Secretary: Mr. G, N. Gould, jun. 

As regards the social programme, it is under- 
stood that if approached nearer the date of the 
Congress the of Bournemouth will be 
pleased to extend to the Association a civic 
welcome on the first morning of the Congress. 

The Mayor and Corporation have also under- 
taken to provide a civic reception at the Pavilion 
on the Monday night, to be followed by a dance. 

The President’s reception on Tuesday, July 
27th, will be held at the Royal Bath Hotel, and 
steps have already been taken with a_ view. to 
the annual banquet on the Wednesday also being 
held there. 

facilities for golf on the Corporation course at 
Meyrick Park, and for tennis, bowls, etc., will be 
provided without charge. Members will also be 
able to play golf over the Parkstone course after 
4 p.m. at reduced fees. This is about four miles 
from Bournemouth. 

list of hotels and boarding houses in 
course of preparation with the object of assisting 
members in making their arrangements, and this 
will be published in the Velerinary Record in 
due course. 

Meanwhile the Royal Bath Hotel, which has 
been chosen for the social functions, have a 
limited number of rooms at reduced rates, and 
those who wish to take advantage of these 
reductions are advised to make early application 
to the manager, 

Special Committee on Small-animal 
Euthanasia 

The Presmpent said that the next item on the 
agenda was to report that the Special Com- 
mittee on Small-animal Euthanasia had now 
completed the work for which it was appointed 
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and issued its report. He would ask Major 
Dunkin, the Chairman of that Special Com- 
mittee, to move the reception of that report. 

Major DuNKIN said that as the President had 
asked him, he just formally moved its recep- 
tion. He had nothing more to say. 

Mr. Tupor HuGues seconded the motion, 

Dr. WooLpRIDGE moved that the Council go 
into committee to discuss the report. 

Major Kirk seconded the motion. 

Major DuNKIN said that before that motion to 
go into committee was put he would like to ask, 
on behalf of any absent members of that com- 
mittee, that any remarks that might be made on 
that matter be made in open Council. 

The PRESIDENT now put the motion to the 
meeting, but it was lost, Council continuing in 
session. 

Major Kirk observed that before the Council 
discussed that matter he would like to warn the 
Council that there might be things mentioned 
that it would be very impolitic to publish. 

The Presipent: “ The Council has decided 
and we must go on.” 

Dr. WooLprRIpdGE, opening the discussion on 
the motion that the report be received, said that 
for various reasons many of them had read 
that report with particular care. and they 
realised that it showed an immense amount of 
work. The information that had been obtained 
by the members of that Special Committee was 
extensive: the report had been very well drawn 
up and collated, and the conclusions that had 
been given to the various sections of the report 
appeared to be the unanimous recommendations 
of the committee as a whole. None of. the 
members of Council were at all concerned in 
any way with criticising that report under that 
head, but what some of them felt was this, that 
this report was one which had to be circulated 
to a large number of bodies outside the profes- 
sion—both medical and humane societies—and 
in a sense the profession had to be judged by 
this report on one of the matters which they 
considered very vital to their profession. 
Probably most of them would agree that the 
report was excellent as far as it went, but it 
seemed to have missed a rather important 
opportunity of swnaming up the results of the 
evidence which the committee had before it. 

What he would suggest would be that the 
Council should respectfully ask that committee 
to consider their report yet again. He fully 
realised that they had already spent much time 
and pains in going into that matter and had 
only drawn up their report after three years’ 
assiduous work; nevertheless, those of them 
whose view of the report he represented felt 
that its value would be increased enormously 
if the committee would write up a final chapter 
in which all of those methods were discussed 
from all points of view, embodying a summary 
and conclusions and including such other points 
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that they had not yet considered, such as the 
practicability of the methods recommended for 
the single-handed veterinary surgeon, the cost 
of the various methods, and suggestions as to 
the procedure that should be adopted when 
dealing with particular animals. A reference to 
the efficacy or otherwise of such common prac- 
tices as drowning would not be out of place. 
They hoped that it would be clearly understood 
that they were casting no reflection at all upon 
the committee: they felt that the committee had 
done excellently as far as it had gone, but that 
it had omitted to draw up that last, but to their 
mind, very essential final chapter. He would 
therefore suggest that Council ask that com- 
mittee to reconsider its report with a view to 
writing up a final chapter of discussion, 
summary and conclusions and having it incor- 
porated before the Association released that 
book to the general public. 

The PRESIDENT: “ You move the reference 
back?” 

Dr. Woo.pripcE: “ Yes, but that there is no 
reflection on the committee in any way.” 

Mr. R. H. Smyrue said that he would like it 
to be made clear whether that committee was 
definitely still functioning, and if it were func- 
tioning whether its report could be considered 
as a progress report—because, speaking as a 
practising veterinary surgeon, he felt sure that 
so far, in spite of the work the committee had 
done, it was at present only on the fringe of the 
subject. He did not think that there was very 
much in the report that the practising veter- 
inary surgeon did not know already, and 
although he quite realised that there was not 
very much more known that the committee 
could have put in their report, he felt that in 
the future there might be forthcoming a good 
deal of additional information that could then 
be added. 

The Presipent: “ May I say that the com- 
mittee is still in being.” 

Sir FREDERICK Hospay commented that the 
veterinary profession was standing out in the 
limelight on that report. It was a document 
that was going to be bought by all who had 
anything to do with the destruction of small 
animals—chemists, men and women outside the 
profession who undertook the duty of lethalling 
small animals—and he thought that the report 
should not be issued without such a summary 
as had been suggested. The expression of such 
a view carried no reflection upon what had 
been done or upon those who had drawn up the 
report, but the report did not come to any 
definite conclusion the humanitarian could 
utilise. It must not be forgotten that that book, 
if perfected, might be used very extensively to 
obviate certain cruelties, but it required the 
amplification suggested. 

Mr. STEELE BopcGer said that it was with 
real regret that he had to support the previous 
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speakers. Throughout the three years during 
which the committee had been pursuing its 
investigation, whenever criticism had _ been 
levelled at the committee for their tardiness in 
printing their report, he had taken the part of 
the committee by asking the Council to 
remember that the report, when produced, 
would be one of which the profession should be 
very proud, and that therefore it was entirely 
wrong to hurry that committee unduly, 

As long ago as a year last July he moved 
that the committee should be given executive 
powers with regard to that report. It would 
thus be realised that when he started to read 
the report he did so with the very best feelings 
towards it, but as he read it through he could 
not help feeling that there was just something 
lacking—and he _ finished reading it, not 
casually, but studying it, still with the impres- 
sion that there was something lacking. That 
something had been referred to by Dr. 
Wooldridge as a summary, and he (Mr. Steele 
Bodger) considered that the report as it stood 
now would not redound to the credit of the 
Association or the committee unless that defect 
was remedied. 

In his view, there were one or two omissions 
in the report, and, as he read it, one or two 
contradictions. He might be wrong in that, 
because he had not all the information which 
was available to the committee and upon which 
their conclusions were based. The committee 
probably had their reasons, but, not having 
discussed them, ordinary people like himself 
were not able to view their statements in the 
same light. In view of the eagerness with which 
that report was awaited by outside bodies, he 
should be very loth that it should be issued in 
its present form by the Association. Therefore 
he must urge that Council to support the refer- 
ence back and to ask the committee to consider 
it still further, with a view to checking it up 
and perhaps enlarging it as had been suggested. 


Major Kirk also supported the reference 
back, stating that he had studied it throughout 
the whole of Christmas, and having read its 56 
pages, he said to himself: ‘‘ What is the proper 
method of destroying a dog?” and he had to go 
back through the 56 pages to find out. 

At this stage the PRESIDENT called upon Major 
DuNKIN, Who said that surely what they had 
already heard was not all: there must be many 
members yet who had got adverse comments to 
make about the report, and it would be very 
much better to hear at the one time of all the 
sins the committee had made, together with 
any favourable comments, should there be such, 
before he made his reply. 

The PRESIDENT observed that he would like 
the matter to be thoroughly discussed then, 
because it would be put to the vote after Major 
Dunkin had made his reply. 
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Mr. BopGer suggested that many 
people had not had time to read the report. 

Mr. HopGMan enquired if, in that report, they 
were not giving a great deal of information to 
outside bodies; for example, in the document 
there was given in detail the method of destroy- 
ing animals by the use of magnesium sulphate. 
He knew quite a number of people, even some 
practitioners, who were not familiar with that 
method at the present time. 

Dr, WooLpripce asked to be allowed to rise 
again to say that Major Dunkin had referred 
to the fact that he wanted all the adverse 
criticisms to come out then and also that he 
would like to hear any remarks they had to 
make in favour of the report. He would remind 
the Council that he (Dr. Wooldridge) was most 
urgent in making it quite clear that he, and he 
believed all the other members who had read 
the report, felt that the work had been excel- 
lently done, up to a point, but that the credit it 
would get in its present form was nothing like 
the final credit it would secure if that chapter 
was added in the way they suggested. 

Captain Morron observed that he had not 
had time to read more than half the report and 
that therefore it would be manifestly unfair for 
him to vote on the motion. 

Major Kirk supported Dr. Wooldridge’s 
supplementary observations, stating that for his 
part, too, he had no wish to cast any reflection 
upon Major Dunkin and his committee. He 
admired their work: all they wanted was that 
the report should be held up until that addition 
had been made which, in their view, would 
make it satisfactory for everybody. 

Mr. Braytey stated that he was 
reluctant to add to the discussion; he certainly 
had no criticism to make on the report, as it 
might accentuate the fact that it was members 
of the Editorial Committee who were doing all 
the talking. A simple explanation of this fact 
was that they had discussed the report. A point 
he would like to make, however, was that on 
page 1, it stated “That the committee be 
requested to explore in all its bearings,” and in 
the same paragraph “ which is the most effica- 
cious method of humanely destroying these 
animals.” It would appear that the question of 
cost was a most important one, as was the 
matter of the single-handed veterinary surgeon, 
especially in emergency cases. It seemed, there- 
fore, that in the final summary which was 
proposed the inclusion of different suggestions 
suitable for different occasions might be worth 
consideration, 

He had one criticism to make, not of the 
report, but whether some slight error of judg- 
ment had not been made by the Council of the 
Association in delegating to this committee the 
power to publish the report; whether it would 
not have been better to have received the report 
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from the committee and for the final form in 
which it should be published to have been 
decided after discussion by the Council. 


Captain BARKER observed that it would 
appear that the impasse they had reached in 
this matter could be overcome if the criticism 
passed by the Editorial Committee on the report 
was communicated to the Euthanasia Com- 
mittee and if discussion on that publication 
could be renewed at the next Council meeting 
in the light of the Euthanasia Committee's 
findings after consideration of the comments of 
the Editorial Committee. 

Mr. BopcGer commented that the 
Kditorial Committee had been at great pains to 
say that they were not criticising adversely— 
they were only making a few suggestions. 

Dr. Woo_priIDGE thought that he should point 
out to the Council at that stage that the 
Editorial Committee had been trying to secure 
a review of the report of such a nature as the 
committee thought should be issued concerning 
a publication that the N.V.M.A, was about to 
issue publicly. The reviews they had received 
from independent individuals to whom the com- 
mittee had submitted copies of the report had 
not been as satisfactory as they would have 
liked. The committee had had a lengthy dis- 
cussion about the report and held the view, 
which he had already expressed as an indivi- 
dual, that the report showed excellent work 
and was excellently conceived up to a certain 
point, but that it lacked that discussion and 
summary which would make an enormous 
difference to it, if that were appended. 

The Editorial Committee did not wish to 
suggest any antagonism or conflict with any 
other committee or body of that Association: 
all they wished to do was to uphold other bodies 
or committees as much as they could. 


Professor Craic enquired if it was the sugges- 
tion of the members who had spoken that the 
comments that had been made upon _ that 
brochure should be handed over the 
Euthanasia Committee to consider them at a 
meeting and decide upon what other action they 
should take: i.e., as to whether they would add 
a summary intimating which were the _ best 
methods of euthanasia to be adopted under 
various conditions, or whether they thought that 
this was a mode of action upon which they 
could not agree. 

The PresipENnt: “ There is a motion in front 
of the Council to refer the report back.” 

Dr. WoowpripGeE stated that they did not 
wish to tie the committee in any way. If the 
Euthanasia Committee decided, after consider- 
ing the views that had been expressed in 
Council that day, that no discussion, summary, 
etc., Was necessary, then he for one would 
support their decision. 
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Mr. STEELE BopGeER said that he felt it neces- 
sary to point out, however, that that Council 
had a very heavy responsibility. That report 
was the product of the Association and he felt 
that the reputation of the profession stood or 
fell by the report as issued. There were many 
outside bodies which were awaiting, as they 
themselves were, the production of that book, 
and all the members of Council were most 
anxious that it should be published in its most 
perfect form. 

Mr. Howe. V. HuGues enquired if it was 
necessary that that publication should be circu- 
lated outside the profession. It appeared to him 
that it might be desirable that a smaller publi- 
cation should be prepared in addition, for 
circulation outside. He congratulated the com- 
mittee very heartily on their excellent work. 

A MEMBER, in supporting the proposal that 
the report be referred back to the committee, 
observed that it was of the utmost importance 
that no hurried decision should be arrived at in 
such a matter. 

Major DuNkKIN, replying to the points raised 
in the discussion, asked to be allowed to say in 
the first place that he knew, of course, that 
most of the comments that had been made had 
been made in the kindest and most helpful 
spirit. He was wondering, however, if that 
discussion was not entirely out of order: his 
personal opinion was that it was so. His per- 
sonal view was that that Council had no power 
to refer that report back. Its duty was clear: 
either to accept the report or to reject it. His 
reasons for saying that were these: the 
Euthanasia Committee was, as had been stated, 
a special committee, with specific duties and 
with specific powers, to which Mr. Steele Bodger 
had already referred. It was not a committee 
similar to, let him say, the Finance and General 
Purposes or the Editorial Committee, to report 
on policy, conduct, future action and the like: 
that committee was asked to carry out a job of 
work and the members of the committee were 
specially appointed for that particular job. 
They had carried out that work in the light of 
their scientific attainments and to the best of 
their ability, and, knowing full well how that 
had been done, he must say, without fear of 
contradiction—because he had not done the 
work himself—that that work had been done 
very well. 

To carry on his argument a little further and 
his reason for saying that the Council could not 
refer that report back: those gentlemen had 
arrived at certain conclusions in regard to 
certain methods and in regard to certain drugs 
and instruments which they had used on a 
certain number of animals, all of which had 
been described in the report, and they had 
arrived at certain conclusions that had been 
placed in the report. No amount of referring 
back would make those gentlemen alter their 
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minds: if he thought that it would do so he 
would resign from the Chairmanship of the 
committee because the opinions of men so easily 
swayed would really not be worth taking. 

He had been privileged for the first time in 
his association of 17 years with the Council of 
that body to preside over such a committee (the 
first of its kind in the history of the Associa- 
tion), and he had done so at every meeting. 
It had not been an easy matter to get those 
gentlemen together. As the Council would know, 
the members of that committee resided in five 
different and widely separated centres of Great 
Britain and Lreland. They were all busy men, 
particularly so in the winter and mid- 
sunmner, but that had not made a great deal of 
difference to them—they had come, even so, 
So much for what the committee had done and 
his views as to the question of reference back. 

He was in considerable doubt as to what Dr. 
Wooldridge meant and what Mr. Steele Bodger 
meant when they asked the committee to sum- 
marise their results, and let him say at once 
that the reasons for, and the method that should 
be adopted in, that procedure were not made 
very clear. He could understand that, because, 
in the first place, he really did not know how he 
should proceed if he were asked to summarise 
the report. How on earth could the findings be 
summarised when they were dealing with so 
many different methods? There was an old and 
true saying that one could not compare unlike 
things. He knew perfectly well the terms of 
reference read out by Mr. Reynolds and it must 
not be thought—and he knew that Mr. Reynolds 
did not think—that his committee had over- 
looked the wording of that reference. It would 
be sheer stupidity to publish that reference as 
they had done and then proceed to ignore it in 
their report. If any work had not been done 
that might be deemed to come under the terms 
of reference, the Council could take it that there 
was a good reason for that omission. 

He and his committee had known all along 
that that report would,go, not only to members 
of the veterinary profession, but to other people 
—~a point which, in actual fact, had given them 
tremendous concern: no end of correspondence 
had passed between members of the conmittee 
on this question and he had volumes at home 
weighing several pounds resulting from efforts 
to correlate the opinion of every individual 
member. 

In regard to the efforts which had been made 
by the Editorial Committee to get that report 
reviewed in a satisfactory manner, he, for one, 
was grateful, of course, but it must be under- 
stood by the Editorial Committee that because 
that report was issued and published by the 
“ National” the work had not been done by the 
National... The responsibility was not with 
the National ’—with great respect—the re- 
sponsibility was with those gentlemen who had 
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done the work and whose names were published 
in the early part of the report. Therefore they 
would not mind if criticisms were adverse: they 
knew the report was capable of adverse 
criticism, but that was not the place and that 
was not the time to criticise the report. They 
knew quite well that many other papers besides 
the Veterinary Record would be publishing com- 
ments and reviews on that report; they did not 
anticipate that such reviews would be uniformly 
laudatory, but it did not matter if they were or 
not. They did, however, say this, that they 


issued that report with the express condition — 


that it represented the work and the opinions 
of those gentlemen whose names appeared in 
the early part, and to those opinions they 
adhered. 

Two members had questioned the propriety 
or desirability of issuing that report to societies 
or people outside the profession. He did hope 
that that point would not be proceeded with. 
Ile said quite confidently that however inade- 
quate, however badly put together, however 
badly worded that report might be, it was an 
effort in the right direction. It had shown the 
Association to be alive to a very important need 
and it had been an honest attempt to arrive at 
definite conclusions. He therefore thought that 
the greater publicity outside the profession 
which that report got, the better it would be 
for that profession, but it was not until the 
reviews of the report came in that, if the report 
Was bad, they would know the full extent of its 
deficiencies. 

That was not a final report: it was merely a 
report on what they knew in regard to existing 
methods to-day, and to his mind the correct 
procedure would be that the Council should 
review the position in a few years’ time and 
appoint another committee to ascertain whether 
or not there were other methods which were 
better than those in use to-day. 

The main theme of that discussion was that 
it was not possible to decide which was the 
best method for the practitioner to adopt when 
he was called upon to destroy a dog. Majér 
Kirk had said that after reading the report he 
did not know: he (Major Dunkin) did not know 
either, but Major Kirk had several methods to 
choose from. The main thing was not the choice 
of a good method, but the elimination of 
undesirable and definitely cruel ones, and he 
submitted that the committee had definitely 
pointed out what they had ascertained about 
these. That, he might remind the members, 
was one of the main reasons which brought that 
committee into being. 

He hoped sincerely that that Council would 
not refer that report back, because, quite 
frankly, he did not know how on earth a report 
such as that could be summarised in such a 
way that the summary could be included in so 
small a space as would satisfy Mr. Steele 
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Bodger; in addition, such a procedure would 
involve considerable additional outlay. 

In regard to the outlay, the present cost of 
that report was something in the region of £200, 
or a little over, and the report had been altered 
many times—sometimes by the insertion of one 
word—and those pages and paragraphs had 
been so carefully worded and revised that the 
committee considered that it properly repre- 
sented their views. If that report which was 
now published and awaiting distribution should 
have pages added—he did not say it was 
possible—that was going to cost a considerable 
sum of money. The Council might not mind 
that. 

The main point he wanted to come to by way 
of conclusion was this—and it would in some 
measure support his original contention that the 
whole discussion was out of order: the com- 
mittee asked for, and he thought he might add, 
anticipated—at all events they had given to 
them, on the proposition of Mr. Steele Bodger- 
executive powers to issue and publish the report. 
That accounted for their landing that Council 
into an expenditure of £200. It was = only 
because he felt, when the President put it to 
him, that it would be a nice and fitting gesture 
that the Council should be afforded the oppor- 
tunity of seeing the report prior to issue—a 
view which he most heartily endorsed—that the 
report was withheld from issue. He was still 
glad that that had been done, but he did hope 
that they would not refer the report back but 
that they would do one of two things: either 
accept it or reject it. 

Following Major  Dunkin’s reply, Dr. 
Wooldridge’s amendment that the report be 
referred back, but without reflection on the 
committee, was seconded by Major Kirk. 

On being put to the meeting, the amendment 
was carried, on a show of hands, by 15 votes 
to 13. 

Before proceeding to put the substantive 
motion, the PRESIDENT said that he thought that 
in view of the fact that Major Dunkin had 
drawn attention to the fact that at a meeting 
of Council this committee was given executive 
powers, it would require a notice of motion that 
the motion giving such powers be rescinded. 

Dr. WooLpRIDGE enquired if the motion before 
the meeting was actually in contradiction to the 
motion to grant executive powers which 
appeared in the Council’s minutes. The Council 
were now merely referring the report back in 
order that the Euthanasia Committee might 
consider if they would amend the report: they 
still had executive powers in the matter of the 
production of their report. He had _ never 
suggested that executive powers should be taken 
from the committee. 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer said that as he moved 
the original motion that the committee be given 
executive powers it was with great regret that 
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DISTEMPER - PNEUMONIA - BRONCHITIS - INFLUENZA 


PRODUCTS LTD., AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, 


BAYER 


MineralSyrup 


Particularly suitable for young animals, pre- 

venting anemia and other deficiency com- 

plaints. ‘The combination of iron with other 

ingredients makes it easily assimilated and 

forms a complete mineral tonic for the very 
young. 


Pint Bottle 5/- 
3 Gallon Bottle - - 15/- 


Orders £1 and ee. Carriage Paid (goods 
train) to any Railway Station in Great Britain 


(Discount to the Veterinary Profession) 


Obtainable or, Boots 
from Veterinary 
Branches Department 
of— Nottingham 


BOOTS PURE DRUG CO., LTD., NOTIM. 
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LONDON, 


“‘DIANIMOL’ 


CAPSULES 


The Proved Effective Remedy for 
SICKNESS © WHITE SCOUR 


in Sheep. in Calves. 


DYSENTERY 


in Sheep, Lambs, Calves. 


Stock Owners and Breeders have proved 
‘*DIANIMOL ” Veterinary Preparations to be 
one of the most beneficial discoveries of the day. 
Because, they contain a well-known Intestinal 
Bactericide which has been through the most 
exacting tests with unqualified success. 


Prevents Worms Breeding.  Sterilises the 
Droppings. Keeps the land free from 
Contagious Infections. 


Have extraordinary Bactericidal Power, yet are absolutely Non- 
Poisonous. Easy to use. Harmless to the Animal treated. 


SAFE-——RELIABLE NO STARVING 
PRICE LIST——ALL POST FREE 
Capsules or ‘l'ablets—in ‘Tins .. 100 5/-, 500 23/-, 1,000 44/- 


Full particulars from :— 


DIMOL (VETERINARY) LIMITED 
34-40 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4 


“+ 
_* 
- ~ - 
a 
! 
Ie 


X. THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Arnold’s Veterinary 


January 23rd, 1937. 


Instruments Case 


Each Instrument can be sold separ- 
ately. Any other instruments can be 
supplied to meet individual require- 
ments. 


FOLDING LEATHER Pocket Case with Strap and Buckle 
Containing : 
Bard Parker Blades, No. 10 
1-5 c.c. Record Syringe with 


2 Artery Forceps. 
1 Director and Scoop. 


2 Spring Dressing Forceps. 2 Needles. 
1 Probe. 1 packet Needles assorted 
sizes. 


Straight Scissors. 
Curved Scissors. 
Bard Parker Handle, No. 3 


45/6 the Set. Case only 10/6 each. 


Initials can be stamped on Leather 
Case free of charge. 


1 Tablet of Silk, 4 sizes. 
1 Clinical Thermometer. 


Full details of any instrument may 
be had on application. 


Telegrams : 


Nusalin, Southtot, 
London. 


(JOHN BELL & CROYDEN) 


Telephone : 


Stamford Hill 
3456 


VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, STANDARD WORKS, LAWRENCE ROAD, LONDON, N.15 


A wide range of the instruments are in stock at 


JOHN BELL & CROYDEN, Wigmore Street, London, W.1. 


DIiSTEMPER 


You may be approached for advice. 
Write now for literature describing 


WELLCOME’ 
Distemper Products 


/ssued to Veterinary Surgeons only 


Prepared at THE WELLCOME PHYSIOLOGICAL 

RESEARCH LABORATORIES, BECKENHAM, KENT 
Supplied by 

BURROUGHS WELLCOME & Co. 

3 SNOW HILL BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.1 
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INTENDING ADVERTISERS 
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SCALE OF CHARGES 
in respect of 
Whole page, Half page and Quarter page 
Announcements in the Record. 
Special Rates for Standing or Continuous Advertisements 


Susceptibility to Rickets 


It has been demonstrated in experimental work 
on animals that susceptibility to rickets can usually 
be traced to the type of food eaten by the mother 
during pregnancy and lactation. Furthermore, if 
bitches are given a dietary lacking in fat-soluble 
vitamins during pregnancy and lactation their 
puppies will be found to be very susceptible 
| to rickets. 


The daily administration during the period of 
pregnancy and lactation of Radiostoleum (which 
contains standardised amounts of Vitamin D, 
the anti-rachitic vitamin, in rational association 


— with Vitamin A, the vitamin which builds up 


resistance against infection) to in-whelp and 
nursing bitches will provide adequate supplies 
of the essential factors both for the requirements 
of the mother and of the puppies. 


 RADIOSTOLEUM 


(Veterinary) 
(Standardised Vitamins A and D) 


Sample on request 


Graham Street 


THE BRITISH DRUG HOUSES LTD 
London N.1 
Ratm/Vet/t Ga 
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he moved, if the President ruled that he was in 
order, that that resolution be rescinded. 

The President having expressed assent, Dr. 
WOOLDRIDGE observed that it was with equally 
great regret that he seconded the proposal. 

Captain Gittarp pointed out that Major 
Dunkin had raised the question of whether the 
Council should be told definitely from the chair 
if that discussion was in order or not. 

The PrReEsIDENT replied that in his view the 
discussion was properly in order because his 
interpretation of the resolution originally passed 
by the Council to grant executive powers con- 
cerned the question of the production of the 
report. Now, however, they were going on to 
matters of distribution both within and outside 
the profession, and he thought that was a 
matter for the Council. 

The Soriciror observed that he would say 
that the Euthanasia Committee were given 
executive powers and that in so doing the 
Council, in using the word production, also 
meant publication; therefore that motion stand- 
ing on the minutes required rescinding. 

Major Kirk said that as it was obviously the 
wish of the Council that the production of this 
work should be stayed, should the Euthanasia 
Committee not be asked to meet a small deputa- 
tion of the Council to consider the points raised * 

Dr. WoocpripdGe: “ We ask that the whole 
committee should be requested to consider these 
views.” 

Professor CraiGc asked to be allowed to make 
a suggestion, namely, that the propositions put 
forward so far in regard to that matter be 
nullified and that all the Council asked was 
that the Euthanasia Committee should meet 
again to make a final consideration of the 
report. He desired to move accordingly. 

Dr. WoOoLpRIDGE observed that Professor 
Craig’s motion would meet his own wishes and 
he thought those of all the members who had 
supported his original motion. 

The PRESIDENT: “ Would you agree to that, 
Major Dunkin?” 

Major Dunkin: “ Yes, sir, particularly when 
1 recall the words of Dr. Wooldridge that if, 
after consideration, the committee feel that they 
are unable to alter their report, he for one, is 
prepared to accept their decision.” : 

Professor Craig’s motion was put to the 
Ineeting and carried, 


PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the 
Council should be held in London on April 6th, 
the Extraordinary General Meeting to take 
place immediately prior to the Council meeting. 

There being no other business that could 
properly be considered at a Council meeting, the 
PRESIDENT declared the proceedings at an end, 
receiving the cordial thanks of the Council for 
his services in the chair. 
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HUNTERS’ IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY 

Lord Middleton, President of the Hunters’ 
Improvement and National Light Horse Breeding 
Society, in the course of an appeal to the horse- 
owning communily for support for this organisa- 
lion, says that it is perhaps not sufficiently well- 
known that the Government grant for light horse 
breeding drastically cut down when 
increased mechanisation reduced the Army’s 
horse requirements. “It is true,” he proceeds, 
“that the Betting Control Board make a very 
welcome contribution to the Society’s funds, but 
even so the total income available isnot 
adequate to the needs. We must therefore 
depend to a greater extent upon the strength 
of the Society’s membership. 

“We have grown so accustomed to look upon 
Ireland as a never-failing source from which to 
draw our supply of light horses at will, that 
we have rather neglected the industry in our 
own country. But the Irish supply, far from 
being inexhaustible, is proving to be quite 
unequal to the demands made upon it nowadays. 
Foreign competition grows increasingly keen, not 
only for young horses of the hunter type but 
for the thoroughbred stallions which should 

roduce future generations of light horses in 
reland, and if we do not bestir ourselves on 
this side of the Irish Sea, we shall very soon 
be faced with a serious shortage; a shortage thal 
will be felt in the ever-increasing number of 
riding schools and livery stables throughout the 
length and breath of this land as well as in 
the hunting field. It is no exaggeration to say 
that a shortage of horses will sound the death- 
knell of hunting. A sport depending solely on 
the support of a few rich people who can afford 
to pay greatly increased prices for horses must 
of necessity be doomed. 

“Tt is the aim and object of the Hunters’ 
Improvement Society to guard against a scarcity 
of light horses. By providing the services of 
high-class stallions at a nominal fee, by placing 
as many suitable brood mares as possible with 
farmers, and by supporting horse shows, the 
Society fosters the light horse breeding industry 
to the best of its ability. But the extent of such 
activities must inevitably be limited by the 
amount of money at the Society’s disposal. 
The Hunters’ Improvement Society no 
philanthropic movement but organisation 
in real need of funds, and it is for those funds 
that IT am making this appeal to horse breeders, 
to the hunting fraternity and to all those who 
derive enjoyment from taking what is known 
as ‘horse exercise. Application forms for 
membership and any other information about the 
Hunters’ Improvement” Society that) be 
required can be obtained from the Secretary, 
Hunters’ Improvement and National Light Horse 
wee Society, 12, Hanover Square, London, 


* * * 


Owing to the large number expected to attend 
the Conference on “ The Administration of the 
Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936, with 
respect to Accredited Milk,” on January 28th, 
at 2 p.m., it has been found necessary to 
transfer this meeting from the home of the 
Institute to the Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 

The programme of a sessional meeting to be 
held by the Royal Sanitary Institute, at Halifax 
(Town Hall, on Friday, February 12th, 1937, 
at 4.45 p.m., will include a discussion on “ Milk 
and Dairies Legislation,” to be opened by Mr. 
J. Pollard, M.r.c.v.s.. Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Halifax. 


| 
| 
| 
| 

. 

| 

| 

| 


— 
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N.V.M.A. Congress, Bournemouth, July 26th to 
July 30th, 1937 


PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 


The following is the Provisional Programme of the Association’s Congress to be held at 
Bournemouth from July 26th to July 30th, 1937* :— 


MONDAY, JULY 26TH. 
10 a.m.—Civie Welcome by the Mayor of Bournemouth. (Grand Hall.) 
10.30 a.m.—Opening of Exhibition of Surgical Instruments, Drugs, ete., by the President. 
(Lesser Hall.) 
11 a.m.—Paper: “ Diseases of Poultry.”” (Grand Hall.) 
Evening.—Civie Keception and Dance. (The Pavilion.) 
TUESDAY, JULY 27TH. 
10 a.m.—Paper: ‘ Veterinary Inspection in Bacon Factories.” (Grand Hall.) 
11 a.m.—Paper: ‘“ The Control of Tuberculosis by means of the Tuberculin Test. (Grand 
Hall.) 
2.30 p.m.—Operations and Demonstrations. (Corporation Stables.) 
8.30 p.m.—President’s Reception. (Royal Bath Hotel.) 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 28TH. 
10 a.m.—Paper: ‘“ The Application of Vaccine Therapy.” (Grand Hall.) 
11.30 a.m.—Paper : “‘ Stuttgart Disease and Nephritis.*” (Grand Hall.) 
2.30 p.m.—Council Meeting. (Grand Hall.) 
3.30 p.m.—Annual General Meeting. (Grand Hall.) 
7 for 7.30 p.m.—Annual Banquet. (Royal Bath Hotel.) 


THURSDAY, JULY 29TH. 

Excursion. 

Post-mortem examination in connection with proposed demonstration of the appli- 
cation of the tuberculin test to a number of animals by various members of the 
profession. 

FRIDAY, JULY 30TH. 
10 a.m.—Paper: “‘ The Clinical Aspects and Treatment of ‘ Hoose’ (Parasitic) and Allied 
Conditions in Cattle.”” (Grand Hall.) 
11.45 a.m.—Closing Meeting. (Grand Hall.) 


SUBJECTS FOR PAPERS 
VETERINARY MEDICINE AND SURGERY SECTION 


(President : J. F. D. Tutt, Esq., F.R.C.V.S.) 
(Vice-President : Major }. Stewart Wood, M.R.C.V.S.) 
(Recording Secretary : G. N. Gould, Fun., Esq., M.R.C.V.S.) 


1.—* Stuttgart Disease and Nephritis.” 2.—‘“ The Clinical Aspects and Treatment of ‘ Hoose 
By Nevill S. King, Esq., M.Rr.c.v.s., Leatherhead. (Parasitic) and Allied Conditions in Cattle.” 
Opener: Professor G. H. Wooldridge, F.R.c.y.s., By R. H. Smythe, Esq., M.R.c.v.s., Camborne. 

M.R.1.A., London. Opener: Capt. O. V. Gunning, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.M., 
Tutbury. 


EXPERIMENTAL PATHOLOGY SECTION 


(President : C. V. Watkins, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.) 
(Vice-President : Major A. A. Pryer, D.S.0., M.R.C.V.S.) 
(Recording Secretary : N.S. Barron, Esq., B.SC., M.R.C.V.S.) 


1.—** Diseases of Poultry.” 2.— The Application of Vaccine Therapy.” 
By W. P. Blount, Esq., F.R.c.v.s., Lewes. By Dr. W. S. Gordon, m.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 
Opener: Major T. Dalling, M.r.c.v.s., Beckenham. Opener: Capt. S. J. Motton, F.R.c.v.s., Penzance. 


PUBLIC HEALTH SECTION 


(President : S. B. Vine, Esq., M.R.C.V.S.) 
(Vice-President : Eoghan Clark, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.) 
(Recording Secretary : G. Warnock Begg, Esq., M.R.C.V.S.) 


1,—*‘ Veterinary Inspection in Bacon Factories.” 2.—“The Control of ‘Tuberculosis by means of the 
By D. J. Anthony, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., D.v.S.M., (VICT.), Tuberculin Test.” 
Brierley Hill. By Major A. Douglas, M.R.C.Vv.s., D.v.s.M. (VICT.), 
Opener : C. H. Ducksbury, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Ayr. 
Calne. Opener: S. V. Golledge, Esq., M.R.C.v.s., Trowbridge. 


N.B.—Additional social will be notified later. 
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Accommodation 


THE ROYAL BATH HOTEL has been fixed as the venue for the Annual Banquet and the President’s Reception. A very 
limited number of rooms at prices from 21/— to 27/6 per day are being reserved for Members and EARLY booking is essential, 
Below are given details of other recommended Hotels with the Special Terms offered to Members. 


| No. of 


| Bedrooms | 
(as indica- 
| 


Remarks—Key to Letters. 
A.—H. & C. in bedrooms. 
B.—Electric fires in bedrooms. 
C.—Bedrooms with private bathrooms. 


Terms to Delegates. 


Name and Situation. 


| tion of size D.—Lift. H.—Tennis Courts. 
Full _ of Hotel). | E.—Garage. I.—Private Grounds. 
Session. Per Day. F.—Billiards. J.—Night Porter. 


| 
G.—Beach Bungalow. K.—Private Suites. 


21/— to 27/6 


*RoyAL BATH 


BERKELEY HA Lt, Cliff Cottage 3) to 4 gns. 37 A. B. E. G. J. 
Road per week 
*BoURNEMOUTH Hypro, Durley 12/6 57 A; 
Gardens 
Brownswoop Hatt, South- 15/- 48 A. G. 
cliff Road | | 
*BURLINGTON, Owl’s Road, Bos- | 17/-to 21/- | 150 
combe | 
*CENTRAL, The Square | 17/6 | 40 A. D. BE. G.j 
Court Roya, Southcliff Road | 17/-to 18/6 | 32 S.C... 
DackeirH, Old Christchurch | 15/- 40 A. &. 
Road 
Empassy, East Overcliff Drive 5 gns. per | | 30 A. B. C. D. E. G. I. K. 
week 
*RoyaL Exeter, Exeter Road 22/6 55 A.C. G. 
*GRAND, Fir Vale Road 19/- 200 
GRESHAM Court, Grove Road 12/- 40 
HawtTuorns, West Cliff Road 13/6 70 A. 5. 
*HIGHCLIFFE, West Cliff 16/—to 18/- | 100 A: 
*IMPERIAL, East Cliff 18/- 100 A, 
LANGHAM, East Cliff 12/6 43 A. 
MarsHAM Court, Russell Cotes 18/-to 21/- | 110 
Road 
MELForD HALL, St. Peter’s Road 15/- 45 A. EF. CG. 
*METROPOLE, The Lansdowne 18/6 90 A. B. C. D. J. K. 
Meyrick Beacon Road 15/— 45 A. &. 1. 
*NorFo._kK, Richmond Hill 18/— to 25/- 70 A. B. C. D. E. F. G. I. J. K 
OsBorRNE, Exeter Road 15/6 33 | 
PavILION, Bath Road 12/6 30 A. 
PinE Cour-:, Gervis Road 12/6 25 A. B. E. G. H. I. 
Priory, Exeter Road | 15/6 28 “A. B. E. I. 
REGENT Pavace, South Cliff 50 /- 13/6 50 
ROCHDALE, West Cliff 15/- 30 
RasstreEvoR, Priory Road 12/6 16 | A. B. &.. 
RusseLL Court, Bath Road 12/6 40 A. ThE BF, 
SouTHCLIFFE, West Cliff 16/6 to 21/- 40 A. 5. 
Roya, West Hill £3 to £4 100 
Road 
"TOWERCLIFFE, South Cliff 13/6 28 A. B. D. E. F. G. J. 
TRALEE, St. Michael’s Road 12/6 to 14/6 50 G.. 
Wa ner, Exeter Road 12/6 38 A 
WHITEHALL, Central Gardens 13/6 to 16/6 60 A. B. D. I. . 
Savoy, West Hill Road 15/—to 18/- | 100 AE Gk hE 
Meyrick Court, East Cliff 13/6 30 A, 
GLENROY HALL, West Cliff 15/- 84 A. BF. Gt. 


BRANKSOME ‘Towers, Brank- 


some Park 


21/- to 30/- 


* Licensed Hotels. 


The Majestic Garage, Westover Road, Bournemouth is centrally situated for the Pavilion, ‘Town Hall, etc. Members desiring 
garage accommodation should apply to the Manager for special terms. 


As THE CONGRESS IS BEING HELD AT A VERY BUSY SEASON, MEMBERS MUST REALISE THAT ACCOMMODATION SHOULD BE RESERVED 
WITHOUT DELAY. 


} 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


Lancashire Veterinary 
Association*® 


A general meeting of the Lancashire Veter- 
inary Association was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Aytoun Street, Manchester, on Friday, Novei- 
ber 6th, 1936, at 3.30 p.m. 

The chair was oceupied by the President, 
(. F. Shawcross, Esq., ©M.rk.c.v.s., and the 
following members attended: Messrs. R. C. 
Locke, A. L. Mullen, H. R. Hewetson, I’. T. 
Lindsay, J. ©. Baird, J. O. Powley, Hl. T. 
Matthews, W. Walker, G. Mayall, A. J. Wright, 
G. C. Webster, Warwick Fowle, R. F. Bett, 
R. S. White, H. Holroyd and P. Richmond. 
Professor W. M. Mitchell, Mr. J. Brennan and 
Mr. A. W. Gill were present as visitors. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were re- 
ceived from Messrs. T. J, Millington, FE. J. 
Burndred, W. Woods, A. B. Mattinson, C. T. 
Trevers, G. H. Locke, R. Hughes, H. Hopkin, 
R. H. Oddy,.J. H. White and J. Holroyd. 

Obituary.—Before calling upon the Secretary 
to present the minutes, the President referred 
to the loss of Mr. J, Urmson, of Bolton. News 
of Mr. Urmson’s death came through only about 
a day before the funeral and had left no time 
for a wreath to be sent by the Association. The 
Secretary had, however, already sent a letter 
of condolence to the family. As a token of 
respect the members stood in silence. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been published in the Veterinary Record, were 
taken as read. 

Correspondence.—(1) From Mr. A. L. Mullen, 
tendering his resignation as Hon. Secretary to 
the Lancashire Veterinary Association. 

Mr. R. C. Locke then made a proposal that 
Mr. Mullen should be asked to continue in office 
until the Annual General Meeting and, in the 
meantime, be assisted in his secretarial work by 
Mr. J. C. Baird—that was, if Mr, Baird wére 
agreeable. This was seconded by Mr. Maya tt. 
Both Mr. Mullen and Mr. Baird acquiesced in 
this arrangement. 

Nominations for Membership.—The following 
nominations for membership of the Association 
were made: by Mr. Matthews, Mr. R. J. Thomas, 
M.R.C.V.S., Of Liverpool, and Mr, N. M. Clayton, 
M.R.C.V.S., Of Birkenhead; by Mr. R. C. Locke, 
Mr. J. H. Patterson, M.r.c.v.s., of Winsford ; 
Mr. A. W. Gill, -m.r.c.v.s., of Whaley Bridge, 
was also nominated, 

Donation to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund.—Mr. Locke proposed that a donation of 
£2 2s. be made to the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. This was seconded by Mr. 
and carried. 


*Received for publication December 30th, 1936. 
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Paper.—The President then called upon Pro- 
fessor W. M. MITCHELL, M.C., T.D., M.B., Cu.B., Of 
the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edin- 
burgh, to present his address on “ The Genital 
Passage of the Bitch in Health and Disease.” 

Before starting his paper, Professor Mitchell 
said that he owed an apology to the gentleman 
who had been asked to open the discussion, as 
he understood that he had inconvenienced him 
rather seriously by not letting him have a copy 
of his paper until the day before the meeting. 
If, therefore, the opener of the discussion was 
rather brief, he was the one to blame. He had 
much pleasure in coming down to Lancashire 
and meeting such a large number of members, 
many of whom he already knew. | Professor 
Mitchell’s paper, and a report of the ensuing 
discussion and of the essayist’s reply, are repro- 
duced at the commencement of this issue.— 
Editor. | 

Mr, Maya, in proposing a vote of thanks to 
Professor Mitchell, said that he had been a 
member of that Association for a good many 
years, but he did not remember ever having 
heard an essayist go so thoroughly into the 
subject of his paper as Professor Mitchell had 
done. Neither had he ever heard a man reply 
so fully to the discussion: it was a _ perfect 
example of how to reply to a discussion; the 
Professor had taken up every point. Mr. Mayall 
also complimented Mr. Hewetson on his opening 
of, the discussion. 

Mr. MATTHEWS, in seconding, commented that 
as a result of the Professor’s visit an increase 
in the non-human population could be confidently 
anticipated. 

Professor MircueE.i said he wished to thank 
everyone for the way in which the vote of 
thanks had been accorded to Mr. Hewetson and 
himself. He had had great pleasure in coming 
to address the members and altogether had 
spent a very pleasant afternoon. 

Exhibit.—Major R. F. Betr demonstrated a 
live Collie bitch he had brought to the meeting, 
which he thought had a prolapse of the bladder. 
Professor Mitchell and several other members, 
however, were of the opinion that the condition 
was a prolapse of the vagina. 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks 
to the President. 

A. L. MULLEN, Hon. Secretary. 


_ The National Farmers’ Union Mutual Insurance 
Society have made a donation to the Animal 
Diseases Research Association of £100 towards 
the investigation of the grass sickness problem. 
The Society have also offered their whole- 
hearted assistance in carrying out the field 
immunity tests which the Association are under- 
taking during the coming grazing season. 

The directors of the Animal Diseases Research 
Association at a recent meeting expressed their 
warm ee of the public-spirited action 
of the Society in a matter of such vital 
importance to Scottish agriculture, 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Jan. 27th.—Meeting of the Lancashire Divi- 
sion, N.V.M.A., at Liverpool, 
2.30 pian, 

Jan, 29th.—Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Leeds, 3 p.m. 

Jan. 29th.—Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 
Annual Dance in the College Hall, 
p.m.-2.30 a.m, 

Jan. 29th.—Meeting of the Sussex Division, 

N.V.M.A., at Brighton, 2.30 p.m. 

Meeting of the Editorial Com- 

mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 

Buildings, Gray's Inn, W.C.1, 

4 p.m. 

Feb. 4th—vVoting Papers for  R.C.V.S. 
Council Election issued to mem- 
bers abroad, 

Keb,  4th.—Meeting of the Central Division. 
N.V.M.A., at the Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square, W.C.1, 6.80 p.m. 

Keb, 12th.—Meeting of the Derbyshire Divi- 
sion, N.V.M.A., at Sutton Boning- 
ton, Loughborough, 2.30 p.m. 

Feb. 26th.—Annual Dinner and Dance of the 
Yorkshire Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Leeds. 

April 1st.—Annual Fees due to R.C.V.S. 

April 5th.—Last day for applications for 
tickets for R.O.V.S. Annual 
Dinner. | 

April 7th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

April Sth.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

April 9th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

May 6th.—Nominations for 
R.C.V.S. Council due, 

May 12th.—Coronation Day. 

May 138th.—Entries for D.V.S.M. Examination 
due. 

May 20th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers issued. 

May 27th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers to be 


Feb. Ist. 


Election to 


returned. 
June 8rd.—R.C.V.S. Annual Meeting. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 


Fund Annual Meeting. 
June 10th.—D.V.S.M. Written Examination 
begins. 
June 14th.—D.V.S.M. Oral and 
Uxamination begins. 
June 23rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 
June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 
June 25th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 
July  5th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 
July 6th.—R.C.V.S, Written Examinations, 
July Ssth.—R.C.V.S. Oral Examination begins. 
July 26th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Bourne- 
mouth, 


Practical 


REPORTS OF CLINICAL CASES 

As our readers will be aware, the Editorial 
Comunittee, over a prolonged period, has offered 
honoraria to recorders of clinical articles pub- 
lished in this journal in an endeayour to 
encourage practitioners to forward reports of 
causes likely to prove of interest to their fellow 
members of the profession. Unfortunately, an 
extended trial of this method of inducement has 
not resulted in the receipt of an increased 
number of contributions, and the committee has 
therefore decided that the system of offering 
honoraria for published articles be discontinued. 
It was by no means the “ method of choice,” 
and its adoption, it will be recalled, followed 
the failure of other forms of appeal regarded 
as preferable by the committee. It would seem, 
therefore, that the only course now open to the 
committee is that it should, through the medium 
of these columns, strive to bring home to readers 
of the Record the fact that it is wholly depen- 
dent upon them in this matter and once again 
seek to enlist their active support in the effort 
to provide a_ clinical section worthy of a 


‘ periodical devoted primarily to the interests of 


the practising veterinary surgeon, 


PERSONAL 

Sir Frederick Hobday: Forthcoming Presenta- 
tion.—The announcement is made in our Notices 
columns that the Duke and Duchess of Portland, 
on behalf of the subscribers to the “ Hobday 
Portrait Fund,” will present Sir Frederick 
with his portrait in oils at the Connaught Rooms, 
Great Queen Street, London, W.C., at 3.30 p.m. 
on Thursday, February 18th. Doubtless many 
of our readers, by their presence on_ that 
occasion, will be glad to take advantage of this 
opportunity to pay further tribute to one who, 
by his life of devotion to its service, has earned 
in such full measure the esteem of his fellow 
members of the profession. 


Veterinarian’s Jubilee of Practice.—Mr. Peter 
Young, M.R.C.v.s., St. Mary’s Place, St. Andrews, 
has just completed 50 years’ work as a veterinary 
surgeon in East Fife. Mr. Young, who is 7 
years of age, was born at Balnaguard, Perthshire, 
and was educated at Newport, Fife. After 
qualifying at Edinburgh, gained 
experience at St. Andrew’s, Newport, Greenock, 
and Aberfeldy before returning to St. Andrews 
as assistant to the late Mr. George Philp, 
M.R.C.V.S. On the death of the latter Mr. Young 
took over the practice. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Fow Arthur, Captain R.A.V.C., Haslemere, 
Surrey. Graduated London, December 22nd, 
1923. Died January 16th, 1937, as the result of 
a motor accident, 

Lomas, John Harold, Grove Street, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire. Graduated New Edinburgh, May 24th, 
1897. D.V.S.M. (Vict.). Died January 10th, 1937, 
aged 63 years. 

Hoimes, John Thomas, J.p., Westhaven, West 
Road, Bourne, Lincs. Graduated London, April 
2nd, 1881. Died January 16th, 1937, aged 


77 years. 
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GENERAL OBITUARY 
Mrs. F, CLARKE 


The women students and graduates of the 
London College will hear with regret of the 
death of Mrs. Carlo F, C. Clarke, whom many 
of them will remember as a very great help 
and friend to them on numerous occasions— 
especially at the time of the initiation of their 
first Common Room in the old buildings. A 
lady of initiative and one born to command 
respect, she showed a practical appreciation of 
the difficulties under which both = staff and 
students were then labouring and she has been 
frequently spoken of as their “ fairy godmother.” 

rays ready to give kindly advice and. to 
devote her time unselfishly whenever asked, it 
may be said that it was owing to her influence 
that the Governors granted the substantial and 
comfortable furniture which is at present in the 
Women’s Common Room quarters. When suitable 
uarters were designated by the Principal, Sir 
Frederick Hobday, in a portion of what was 
originally Sir John M’Fadyean’s house, the ques- 
tion of making “ bricks without straw” in the 
shape of finding money for the necessary furni- 
ture came up and it was largely owing to the 
energetic efforts of Mrs. Carlo Clarke amongst 
her friends that the sum of £90 was raised and 
that furniture to this amount was. selected. 
However, on the occasion of a_ visit of the 
Governors to inspect the women’s quarters, it 
ras agreed, on the tactful intervention of Mrs. 
Carlo Clarke, that the cost of this furniture 
(which yas sufficiently substantial to be 
regarded as suitable for the Women’s Common 
Room in the new buildings when completed) 
should be defrayed from the College Funds, thus 
leaving the sum which the women students, aided 
by Mrs. Clarke and her friends, had collected 
to be utilised for providing numerous other 
comforts which were so badly needed. 

Mrs. Carlo Clarke was well known as a bold 
rider in the hunting field, and in the canine 
world not only won many prizes with her 
greyhounds, bulldogs and Pekingese, but was a 
much respected judge of these breeds and at 
one time occupied the Chair of the Ladies’ 
Kennel Association. Voluntarily on_ several 
occasions she demonstrated her knowledge of the 
breeds of dogs and their uses to the students of 
the College. She will be much missed in 
numerous sporting circles. 


LEGAL NOTES 


Cruelty to Cows at Pulborough.—The maximuin 
penalty (£25) was imposed by the Petworth 
(Sussex) magistrates on a Pulborough farmer, 
on January 15th, for causing unnecessary 
suffering to eleven cows between December Ist 
and 16th, 1936. Defendant, Walter Hargrave, 
of Todhurst Farm, denied the offence, but 
pleaded guilty to a further summons for failing 
to inform a police constable that a cow owned 
by him was suffering from tuberculosis, at 
Pulborough, on December 15th. 

Following police evidence to the effect that 
the cows were weak and emaciated, that there was 
no grazing and no other food except some hay, 
a cowman (Carrington), in defendant’s employ in 
November last, spoke to asking him if he gave 
the animals any cake and receiving the reply: 
“No, I don’t make any money out of them, and 
I don't see why I should spend any money on 
them. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, m.n.c.v.s., of Horsham, who 
examined ten cows and a heifer, said: “I have 
never, in my experience, been asked to inspect 


cattle that were in such an appalling condition.” 

Dr. Leslie Jordan, M.R.Cc.v.s., inspecting veter- 
inary officer for West Sussex, corroborated as to 
the cows’ condition, and the cause. 

The defendant said he had had difficulty in 
regard to labour and reduced his cows to eleven, 
which Carrington had to look after. Carrington 
never at any time complained of shortage of 
food. He had instructions to give them hay, 
but in drying cows no cake was needed. About 
one-and-a-half hundredweight of pig cake used 
to go down every two days, and 15 to 20 pigs 
could not eat that amount. The cows could get 
into the turnip field. 

Defendant admitted the cows were not in good 
condition, and he put it down to contagious 
abortion, 

Mr. John Arthur Craft, M.r.c.v.s., of Billings- 
hurst, who inspected the cows on January 12th, 
said he took tests and found that the cows had 
been affected by contagious abortion. In 
witness’s view that would affect their condition. 

After long consideration in private the Bench 
decided to convict. The Chairman -said there 
was a strong opinion that defendant ought to 
go to prison, but only in view of the Home 
Office instructions trying to discourage imprison- 
ment, they decided to fine the defendant the 
full penalty of £25, with the addition of five 
guineas costs. On the summons for failing to 
give notice defendant would be fined £10 and 
costs (£2 9s.). 

Two months were allowed for payment. 


Dishorning Without an Anaesthetic.—At Duns 
Sheriff Court, Thomas Calder, farmer, Kelloe 
Mains, was charged with having, as the owner 
of 31 cattle over a month old, permitted them 
to be dishorned without the use of a general 
anaesthetic sufficient to prevent them feeling 
pain. John Aiton, farm steward, Kelloe Mains, 
was also charged in connection with the offence. 
A plea of guilty was tendered. 

Phe Procurator Fiscal stated that under the 
Act of 1909, the dishorning of cattle must not 
be carried out on animals over one month, with- 
oul the use of a general anaesthetic. In_ this 
case 31 animals, 18 months or two years of age 
were dishorned. Calder was present and Aiton 
did the cutting off of the horns. There was 
a sack, some wool, and a bottle of chloroform, 
apparently intended for producing anaesthesia, 
but for some reason they were not used, 

The defending solicitor, Dr. Duns, stated that 
Mr. Calder’s defence was that the morning was 
very wet and as it was going to take a 
considerable time he thought it was better to 
take part of the horns off without anaesthesia 
than get the men drenched. A very small piece 

vas removed. Dr. Duns produced a couple of 
the tips to show the extent to which the horns 
had been cut. It was not, he said, dishorning 
in the dictionary sense of the word. In reply 
to a remark from the Bench, he admitted it 
was dishorning in the statutory sense of the 
word, 

He submitted a report from a_ veterinary 
surgeon who had visited the cattle on January 
6th, and said that 30 of the cattle had been 
operated upon, but no great length of horn 
removed, and all had healed up properly. In 
the case of the thirty-first only one horn had 
been removed, the other having been knocked 
off accidentally. In regard to the steward, the 
solicitor reminded his Lordship that he was in 
the position of a servant acting under his 
master’s instructions. 

In reply to a question by the Sheriff, the 
Procurator Fiseal said he was informed that the 
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sensitive part of a horn extended about two 
inches above the base. 

Mr. Duns.-—l am informed that three or four 
inches were left on the animals. 

The Sheriff said Mr. Calder was liable to a 
fine of £155. He would impose a penalty of 
¢20. In the case of Aiton, there would be a 
fine of £2. 


Trish Cattle Dealers’ Offences.—In the case of 
Rex v. Cullen and Speed at the Shrewsbury Petty 
Sessions recently the defendants were charged 
with a number of offences against the Regulations 
controlling the 4mportation and movement of 
animals from Ireland, which have for their 
object the prevention of the spread of contagious 
animal diseases, particularly foot-and-mouth 
disease, outbreaks of which have been causing 
considerable loss and anxiety in the North Mid- 
land counties of England. Cullen was convicted 
of obtaining a licence under false pretences; of 
moving imported cattle contrary to the provisions 
of a licence; and of exposing imported cattle 
in an unauthorised market. He was fined a 
total sum of £175 and £9 9s. 3d. costs. Speed 
was convicted of aiding and abetting Cullen in 
certain of these offences and was fined £16. 
Speed was further charged with removing ear 
tags from cattle and fined £2. 

These cases serve to emphasise the importance 
attached by the authorities to strict compliance 
with these regulations which have been made in 
the general interests of the livestock industry and 
should have salutary deterrent effect in 
preventing fulure attempts at evading or deliber- 
ately contravening their provisions, 


Sheep Scab.—At West Hartlepool Police Court, 
as recently reported in these notes, proceedings 
were taken against a farmer for failing to report 
the suspected existence of sheep seab. An 
Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture who 
visited the farm examined 59 of the sheep and 
found them all visibly affected with this disease, 
ten being very badly affected. The Inspector 
expressed the opinion that the disease had 
existed on the premises for some months. The 
farmer was convicted and fined €25 and one 
guinea costs. Commenting on this case in its 
news service, the Ministry of Agriculture state: 
“This case illustrates the difficulties met with 
by the authorities in dealing with and eradi- 
‘ating contagious animal diseases. For several 
vears past intensive measures have been taken 
by the Ministry and the local authorities in 
co-operation to eradicate sheep scab from the 
northern counties of England where disease had 
been unusually prevalent. These have been 
attended with marked success and it is most 
unsatisfactory to find that in some localities there 
should still be any disinclination on the part of 
the farmer to play his part and report suspected 
cases. The penalty imposed in this case will, 
it is hoped, act as a deterrent and remind all 
sheep-owners in Durham and other counties of 
the importance to the livestock industry of 
observing the requirements of the law in order 
that the flocks and herds of the country may 
be freed from this disease.” 


LOYAL ADDRESS FROM THE “ DICK” 
COLLEGE 


A loyal address on the occasion of the 
accession of Their Majesties King George and 
Elizabeth has been sent through the 
Secretary of State for Scotland by the Governors, 
Principal, and staff of the Royal (Dick) Veter- 
inary College. The address, which is signed 


by Professor Sir T, Hudson Beare, Chairman of 
the Board of Governors; Dr. T. G. Nasmyth, Vice- 
Chairman of the Board of Governors; Dr. O. 
Charnock Bradley, Principal; and Mr. A. C. Doull, 
Secretary, tenders heartiest congratulations and 
earnest good wishes to the King on his accession 
to the Throne, and conveys an expression of 
“affectionate attachment and loyal devotion to 
Your Majesty’s person and Throne and to Your 
Majesty’s Royal Consort, our beloved Queen 
Elizabeth, and we fervently hope that Your 
Majesties may long be spared in health and 
strength to rule over a prosperous, loyal, and 
united people.” 


% * * 


LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY BILL 
Tue CENTRALISED FACTORY-ABATTOIR 

The Livestock Industry Bill, in) which is 
embodied the Government’s long-term plan t 
rationalise the slaughtering, processing anc 
grading of home-reared fat stock, was presented 
to Parliament for its second reading this week. 

Several of the more’ important market 
authorities are taking steps to prepare for 
marketing reforms contemplated by the Govern- 
ment, and, in particular, for the proposed 
schemes for the erection of large centralised 
factory-abattoirs, 

“One of these’ factory-abattoirs may be 
erected in London,” says the Farmers’ Weekly, 
and adds: “It is understood that the City of 
London Corporation will shortly consider’ the 
reorganisation of the metropolitan markets, and 
that the question of promoting a_ central 
slaughtering scheme under the Government plan 
will be considered. Any reorganisation of the 
London markets would be designed to increase 
the trade in home-killed meat. At Smithfield 
market the supplies of beef from cattle fed in 
England and Wales are less than 10 per cent. of 
the total supplies handled. 

“Three experimental slaughterhouse schemes 
are proposed in the Bill. tt is expected that 
one will serve the Midland producing area, and 
that another will be in) Scotland, perhaps in 
Edinburgh. The scheme for the Midland area 
may be provided by the Leicester City Council's 
plan for a= factory-abattoir, to cost £150,000. 
A Government grant for this plan has already 
been promised. The Northern, and the 
Southern and Midland Markets Association have 
approached other market authorities on the 
question of centralised slaughtering, and on the 
probable effects of the new policy on local 
marketing facilities. As*a result of this approach, 
the Gloucester City Council have deferred a 
proposal to make a number of important altera- 
lions in the local cattle market, and have 
expressed their readiness to erect factory- 
abattoir if requested to do so. 

“All proposals for central. slaughtering 
schemes will have to be submitted to the 
permanent Livestock Commission to be set up 
after the passing of the Bill. It is expected that, 
in order to” exercise control over other 
slaughtering facilities, the Commission — will 
prescribe two zones—an inner zone and an 
outer zone-—round the approved factory-abattoirs. 
All private slaughterhouses in the inner zone 
will be closed down, and compensation will be 
paid to the owners. In the outer zone, which 
may have a radius of up to 30 miles, competitive 
slaughtering will be strictly controlled. It. is 
open to the Commission to decide whether 
factory-abattoirs shall be erected in consuming 
or in producing centres.” 
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“DEPRESSION IN THE INDUSTRY” 

The report of the National Farmers’ Union, 
presented at the annual general meeting in 
London this week, stated that the depression 
in the livestock industry remained a_ notable 
feature of the agricultural year, and the year 
closed without any prospect of legislative 
measures which would give the home producer 
the position promised him at Ottawa. 

The Government’s Livestock Industry Bill was 
received with general disappointment, particu- 
larly in view of the circumstance that the 
Government had been clearly told when Mr. 
Elliot foreshadowed the contents of the Bill that 
the proposed measure of levy-subsidy assistance 
was quite insufficient to meet the Government’s 
ostensible objective. The situation was rendered 
even gloomier when the terms of the new trade 
agreement with Argentina were announced, 

The Union also referred to “ anxieties in con- 
nection with the future of the Milk Marketing 
Scheme.” It was understood, they stated, that 
the Import Duties Advisory Committee had made 
recommendations to the Treasury in respect 
of the application for increased duties on 
certain milk products to which the Union had 
been a party in 1935. No word was forthcoming, 
however, from the Treasury as to their decision 
upon the recommendations, and _ that fact, 
coupled with the atmosphere of uncertainty 
created by the dilatoriness of the Milk Reorganis- 
ation Commission, served to add to producers’ 
anxieties. Moreover, no definite information 
vas forthcoming regarding the lines which the 


Government’s long-term policy for the milk 
industry would follow. 
Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 

a * as * * 


TUBERCULOSIS OF THE PERITONEUM 


To THE Epriror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir,—In the Veterinary Record, 49, No. 2, 
p. 48, Mr. M. Salusbury has put to me a 


query regarding the clinical recognition of tuber- 
culosis of the peritoneum in the cow and I 
would be glad if you would allow me to answer 
the question. 

Tuberculous peritonitis can be detected 6n a 
rectal examination only when it involves the 
pelvis or posterior part of the abdomen and the 
contained viscera. The lesions can be felt as 
small nodules varying greatly in number and in 
size from that of a pin’s head to that of a pea 
over the posterior aspect of the rumen, over 
the uterus and uterine ligaments and over the 
ovary when the latter comes to be involved. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. F. Crata, 
The University of Liverpool, 
Department of Veterinary Pathology, 
42 and 44, Bedford Street North, 
January 18th, 1937. 
* 


THE SOUND HORSES OF DURBAN 
To THe EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—In a former contribution I described 
some observations of a superficial sort, made 
by me on the obviously high incidence of lame- 


| 


| 
} 


ness among the many horses to be seen in the 
streets of Adelaide in South Australia. It is 
now a pleasure to be able to comment on the 
very low incidence of lameness among the 
similarly numerous horses and mules to be seen 
in the streets of Durban in Natal. The incidence 
in Capetown is also low as compared with the 
cities of Australia but not so remarkably so as 
that of Durban. Indeed, it is hard to find a lame 
horse or mule in the Durban streets. 

It would be of scientific interest and it might 
be of practical value to discover the exact causes 
of this difference. The road surfaces in both 
sets of cities are the same but the distances to 
be covered in Adelaide are greater. The work 
in Adelaide and in Australian cities generally 
is done at a considerably faster pace; the 
Australian driver seems to be more conscious 
of the pace set by automobile traffic and hurries 
his animals along, while the comparatively 
impassive Bantu driver seems unconscious of, 
or indifferent to, the mechanical environment 
and lets his animals make their own leisurely 
way after the manner of equines driven by a 
true peasant. 

The horses and mules of Durban are obviously 
better fed, better groomed, and more kindly 
treated than are those, as a rule, of Australian 
cities and country towns.* The Bantu drivers 
have more “nature” in them. Whereas in 
Adelaide, for instance, it is rare to see a pair 
of well-groomed horses in sleek condition, in 
Durban it is a common sight. The horses seen 
in Adelaide are, for the most part, bred on the 
coastal plains of South Australia (a few come 
from alhar States). The horses and mules of 
Durban are bred in the hills, or on the plateaux. 

There are animal protection societies both in 
Australia and South Africa but it is one thing to 
“stop” an independent and perhaps a truculent 
Aussie, and another to order a down-trodden 
and meek Bantu native to unyoke his lame horse 
or mule. An R.S.P.C.A. inspector of the some- 
what autocratic type formerly familiar to some 
of us in England would have a thin time if he 
displayed any lack of tact in Australia, but he 
would find the Bantu even more ready to be 
cowed by officialism than were the hard-faring 
‘armen of the Mile End Road. 

Thus it would seem that, with road surfaces 
the same, the remaining factors of speed, 
general metabolism, careful driving, and animal 
protection, environment before and after birth, 
and, in the case of mules at least, heredity, are 
all in favour of the South African cities, 
especially of Durban. 

Yours faithfully, 
WAKEFIELD RAINEY. 
Aliwal North, 
South Africa. 


* ok 


* * 
CURIOUS CUTANEOUS AFFECTION IN A 
PEKINGESE 


To THE EbDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I should be glad of any member’s 
opinion on the following case—as to the actual 
condition and prognosis. 

Subject, a two-year-old | Pekingese — with 
numerous elevations in the skin—no loss of hair 
or pruritus. The ripest of these elevations look 
like blisters which, on lancing, contain a clear 
fluid as seen in hydatid cysts, leaving a raw 
hole about the size of a threepenny piece. 
Yours faithfully, 

T. L. Wuirsy. 


Ivor House, 
Tower Lane, 
Taunton. 
January 19th, 1937. 


| 
VETERINARY RECORD 
| 
| 
— 
| 
| 


